
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
June 19, 2022



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER (position open) - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,   

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

June 19, 2022 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN          

“God of Grace and God of Glory”                      LSB #850 (v. 1-2,4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 

praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O God, You give faith to believe in the healing power of Your Word: Put 

away from us, we entreat You, temptations to doubt Your providential care 

and give us those things that are profitable for our salvation; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING              Romans 8:37-39 
 

(No Power Can Separate Us from the Love of God) 
 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

SECOND READING                    Ephesians 6:10-17 
 

(Whole Armor of God) 
 

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 

devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of 
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truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes for 

your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all 

circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 

flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                 Luke 8:26-39 
 

(Jesus Heals a Man with a Demon) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

26Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 
27When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who 

had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a 

house but among the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down 

before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son 

of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” 29For he had commanded 

the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He 

was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break 

the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) 30Jesus then asked him, 
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“What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. 
31And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. 32Now a 

large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let 

them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came out of 

the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the 

lake and were drowned. 
34When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city 

and in the country. 35Then people went out to see what had happened, and they 

came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at 

the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36And those 

who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. 
37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to 

depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat 

and returned. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he 

might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and 

declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming 

throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED         

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY        

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”                                                LSB #849 
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SERMON 

“When Pigs fly” 

Luke 8:26-39 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
~please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 

 



11 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”             LSB #657 
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“Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You”            LSB #668 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”            LSB #524 

 

 

 

 
5.  How weak the effort of my heart, 

     How cold my warmest thought! 

     But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

     I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

6.  Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

     With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

     And may the music of Thy name 

     Refresh my soul in death! 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as 

You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to 

life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name. 

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   

“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”                       LSB #917 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


