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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER (position open) - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,   

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 22, 2022 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN            

“With the Lord Begin Your Task”                                                 LSB #869 (v. 1,3-4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

   Amen. 
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RESPONSE                         ~select verses from Psalm 67 
 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 

and make His face to shine upon us,  

 

that Your way may be known on earth, 

Your saving power among all nations. 

 

Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

let all the peoples praise You! 

 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

for You judge the peoples with equity 

and guide the nations upon earth.  

 

Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

let all the peoples praise You! 

 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
 

    
 

Heavenly Father, grant Your mercy and grace to Your people in their many 

and various callings. Give them patience, and strengthen them in their 

Christian vocation of witness to the world and of service to their neighbor 

in Christ's name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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FIRST READING                                                                    Acts 16:9-15 
 

(Conversion of Lydia) 
 

9 A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, 

urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  
10And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into 

Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
11So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the 

following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of 

the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some 

days. 13And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where 

we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the 

women who had come together. 14One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, 

from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. 

The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15And after 

she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she 

prevailed upon us. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)               arr. D. Goeller 
 

“You Are the Lord of Me” 
 

You are the Lord of the earth and the heavens; 

You are the Lord of the sky and the sea. 

You are the Lord of the valleys and mountains; 

You are the Lord of me. 
 

You are the Lord of the rocks and the flowers; 

You are the Lord of the hills and the trees. 

You are the Lord of the days and the hours; 

You are the Lord of me. 
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And I will praise You for all of the wonders You’ve done. 

And I will thank You for Jesus, Your only Son. 

You are the Lord of the earth and the heavens; 

You are the Lord of the sky and the sea. 

You are the Lord of the valleys and mountains; 

You are the Lord of me. 
 

And I will praise You for all of the wonders You’ve done. 

And I will thank You for Jesus, Your only Son. 

 You are the Lord of the rocks and the flowers; 

You are the Lord of the hills and the trees.  

You are the Lord of the days and the hours; 

You are the Lord of me. 

You are the Lord of me. 

 

EPISTLE              Colossians 3:15-17, 23-24 

(Work for the Lord) 
 

15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 

in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 

teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you 

do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father through him. 
23Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24knowing that 

from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the 

Lord Christ.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
 

ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL                  John 16:25-33 
 

(I Have Overcome the World) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 

    

 

25“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I 

will no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the 

Father. 26In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will 

ask the Father on your behalf; 27for the Father himself loves you, because you 

have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28I came from the Father 

and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the 

Father.” 
29His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative 

speech! 30Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to 

question you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” 31Jesus answered 

them, “Do you now believe? 32Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, 

when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I 

am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33I have said these things to you, that in 

me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 

have overcome the world.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
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crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             

“How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”                                               LSB #853 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

SERMON              “The Best Purple Anywhere” 

Acts 16:14 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
+++  RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS  +++ 

Henry Hayes 

Elizabeth Horton 

Evelynn Nicholas 

Caroline Romp 

Alex Sierra 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 
AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“At the Table of the Lord” (10:30 a.m.)                     Adult Choir 

 
“Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”                               LSB #857 
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“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”                               LSB #851 
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“When Morning Gilds the Skies”                       LSB #807 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Let us pray, 

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as 

You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to 

life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name. 

 Amen.  



17 

 

+++  RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  +++ 
 

Jennifer & Mark Craig 

 (with Abigail & Bethany) 

 

Katie Kranz 

 

Domina & Iypana Mwakabumbila 

(with Abigail, Abrielle, & Adeline) 

 

Judy & Bill Nelson 

 

Monica Quinn 

 

Pat & Jon Randall 

 

Emily & Brett Thompson 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN            

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”                                                   LSB #924 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 

 

~Voters Meeting immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service~ 


