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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Maundy Thursday 

April 14, 2022 
 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 
 

Our worship tonight on Maundy Thursday takes us to the Upper Room with Jesus and 

His disciples. Here Jesus gives us a “mandate,” or command, which is why we call our 

service, Maundy Thursday. A command is graciously given this night to celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper as a means of grace that delivers forgiveness, new life, and eternal 

salvation to all who approach the altar in unworthiness, repentance, and faith.  

 

Especially, we remember our First Communion Class who receives this means of grace for 

the very first time. We pray the Lord’s blessing on our youth, not only on this special 

night, but also in the days to come.   

 

Eternal Savior, how can my heart show its appreciation of Your love? How can I serve You best, who 

has loved me and given Your life for me? You have sealed to me the forgiveness of all my sins and 

offered me reconciliation and peace in the Sacrament You instituted this day. You have promised to 

give me, with the bread and the cup, Your body and blood for the remission of my sins. Oh, what 

amazing love! What riches of divine wisdom! In awe and wonderment I ponder this gracious gift. 

May I ever appreciate this blessed gift that You have invited me to use as a memorial of Your death 

and a monument of Your redemptive love. May I come worthily each time I approach Your altar.  

 

O Savior, cast me not away from Your presence. Let not my sins remain with me because of my 

impenitence of heart or because I doubt Your Word and promises. Let me become one with You and 

all Your saints as I receive with them this Sacrament. Make me Yours, and give me strength to 

amend my sinful life and walk closer to you. Let thousands and ten thousands find through it the 

assurance of forgiveness, peace, and salvation. 
 

-Lutheran Book of Prayer  
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INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE 

“Prelude on ‘Rhosymedre’”                   arr. R. Powell 

    (flute: Melissa Phillips/clarinet: Gloria Phillips) 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN                             

“Draw Near an Take the Body of the Lord”                                                 LSB #637 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH BY FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES 
 

+RITE OF FIRST COMMUNION+ 

In Holy Baptism we are born again as God’s children and received into His church.  

As a further gift of His love for us, our Lord Jesus Christ has given His Church the 

Sacrament of the Altar on this night and invites His children to receive this 

Sacrament in faith for the forgiveness of sins.  The apostle Paul reminds us:  “Let a 

person examine himself and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup,” and “as 

often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes.” 
 

These candidates have received instruction regarding their sin and their 

understanding of the Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

Tonight, you come to the Lord’s Table for the first time. Holy Scripture describes 

the life of the Church and every baptized Christian with these words:  “they 

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 

the bread and the prayers.”  You are invited by our Lord to come and regularly to 

hear His Word and receive His Sacrament.  You will continue to be instructed and 

nurtured in the Christian faith and life.  You are invited to confess your sins and 

receive the comfort of Holy Absolution.  All this will help you live as the child of 

God you have been made through Holy Baptism. 
 

Sara Helen Burnett 

Chance Como 

Heidi Dietrich 

Ann Heidecker 

Sophie House 

Charlotte Kuehnert 

Abrielle Murakabumdila 

Payton Norris 

Andrew Perry 

Grace Schmidtke 

Collyns Waldrep 
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In preparation to commune this night, I now ask you: 

 

Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper He gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of all your sins and to strengthen your faith in Him and your 

love towards others? 

Yes, I believe. 

 
Do you intend to continue to hear and receive the instruction of your Lord, 

confess your sins, and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully throughout your life? 

Yes, with the help of God. 

 

I therefore invite you to the Lord’s Supper to receive Christ’s precious body and 

blood for the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Heavenly Father, whose Son Jesus Christ loved the young and called them to 

Himself, we ask You to bless these young people.  Strengthen them in faith 

through the Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood so that they may grow 

spiritually and bring forth the fruits of faith in a life of love toward others to the 

praise and honor of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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HYMN    

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”                                                     LSB #618 (v. 1,5) 

 

 

 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING        Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

(A New Covenant) 
 

 

31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the covenant 

that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, declares the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
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house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, 

and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 34And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 

saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 

their sin no more.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING             1 Corinthians 11:23-29 
 

(Preparation for Lord’s Supper) 
 

23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 

the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 25In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person 

examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone 

who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 

himself.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL READING                                                                             Luke 22:14-23 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twenty-second chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(Institution of the Lord’s Supper) 
 

14And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15And 

he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 

suffer. 16For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 
17And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and 

divide it among yourselves. 18For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the 

fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19And he took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And likewise the 

cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new 

covenant in my blood. 21But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me 

on the table. 22For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to 

that man by whom he is betrayed!” 23And they began to question one another, 

which of them it could be who was going to do this. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN           

“Just as I Am, without One Plea”             LSB #570 

 

 

 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
SERMON                                        

“The Purpose of Preparing” 

1 Corinthians 11:28 

Vicar Joshua Makey 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 

to bear our sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all availing sacrifice of His body and 

blood on the cross.  Gathered in Your name and the remembrance of 

Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat and drink His blood as He bids 

us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 

the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in 

His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
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~ Please be seated for the Distribution ~ 

 
(First Communion Class and Families Approach Altar Followed by Congregation)  

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“The Lamb”                                                     LSB #547 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
~The Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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“Lamb of God”               LSB #550 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

 

~Depart in silence when chancel is empty and after Pastor and Elders leave sanctuary~ 


