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PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  
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BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,   

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

April 3, 2022 

 
PRELUDE                              

 
OPENING HYMN        

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”                                            LSB #435 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION  
 

In the name of the Father and of T the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                              ~Psalm 118 
 

Open for me the gates of the righteous; 

I will enter and give thanks to the Lord. 

 

This is the gate of the Lord 

Through which the righteous may enter. 
 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

You have become my salvation. 

 

The stone the builders rejected  

Has become the cornerstone. 

 

The Lord has done this, 

And it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

This is he day the Lord has made, 

 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of love, You lifted up Your Son on the cross so that You could draw all 

people to Him. Fill us with thanksgiving for this incredible love that we 

dare to believe is ours. Help us to be faithful servants of Your new 

covenant, reaching out to all those whom You claim; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

  Amen. 
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HYMN      

“The Church’s One Foundation”                                                         LSB #644 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                 Isaiah 43:16-21 
  

(Behold, I Am Doing a New Thing) 

 

16Thus says the LORD, 

who makes a way in the sea, 

a path in the mighty waters, 
17who brings forth chariot and horse, 

army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, 

they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
18“Remember not the former things, 

nor consider the things of old. 
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19Behold, I am doing a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert. 
20The wild beasts will honor me, 

the jackals and the ostriches, 

for I give water in the wilderness, 

rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people, 
21the people whom I formed for myself 

that they might declare my praise. 
 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING                                                                             Ephesians 2:17-22 
 

(Christ the Cornerstone) 
 

17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those 

who were near. 18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 

the saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the 

whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In 

him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 

 

            This is the Word of the Lord. 

                      Thanks be to God. 
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LENTEN VERSE   

“On My Heart Imprint Your Image”                                                            LSB #422   

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                             Luke 20:9-20 

(The Stone Rejected Has Become the Cornerstone) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twentieth chapter. 

   
 

9And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let 

it out to tenants and went into another country for a long while. 10When the time 

came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the 

fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 
11And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, 

and sent him away empty-handed. 12And he sent yet a third. This one also they 

wounded and cast out. 13Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I 
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will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14But when the tenants 

saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the 

inheritance may be ours.’ 15And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed 

him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and 

destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, 

they said, “Surely not!”  
17But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone’? 

18“Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on 

anyone, it will crush him.” 

19The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, 

for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the 

people. 20So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that 

they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the 

authority and jurisdiction of the governor.  

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

    

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                          

 “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”                                                                        LSB #912 

 

 

 

 
SERMON             “Christ Our Cornerstone” 

Psalm 118:22 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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RESPONSE 

 “Create in Me”                                                                                            LSB #956  

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                     

 “Lamb of God”                                                                                   LSB #550 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“My Song Is Love Unknown”                                        LSB #430 
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“Christ the Life of All the Living”                                        LSB #420 
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“Upon the Cross Extended”                                        LSB #453 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER IN PREPARATION OF HOLY WEEK 

Lord God, we give You thanks, for You are good, and Your mercy is 

endless. As we prepare for Holy Week, we confess we are often distracted 

by many things. Turn our attention now to the One who comes in Your 

name. The One who opens the gates of righteousness. The One who 

answers when we call. May we praise Him with a pure heart. May we walk 

in the way of His suffering. May we also share in His resurrection; through 

Jesus Christ our Passion Lord. 

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                        

 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                                            LSB #575 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 


