
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 27, 2022



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  (position open) - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,   

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 27, 2022 

 
PRELUDE                              

 
OPENING HYMN        

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”                                    LSB #571 (v. 1,3-4) 
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INVOCATION  
 

In the name of the Father and of T the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
OPENING PSALMODY           ~Psalm 32 
 

Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; 

Sing, all you who are upright in heart! 

 

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, 

Whose sins are covered. 
 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you 

And did not cover up my iniquity. 

 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” 

And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

 

Many are the woes of the wicked, 

But the Lord’s unfailing love  

surrounds the one who trusts in him. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; 

Sing, all you who are upright in heart! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 The parable in today’s Gospel reading calls to mind our sin. Like the 

younger son in this account, we, too, are sinners who have wandered from 

our Father—our heavenly Father. Like the older son, we, too, have 

considered ourselves to be righteous on our own and in no need of 

repentance. 
 

 For our sin and lack of repentance, Father in heaven, forgive us. Together 

as sons and daughters of the Lord, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 

of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ and 

saying:  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning, 

and though we have in no way deserved Your goodness, You still 

abundantly provide for all our wants of body and soul. Give us, we pray, 

Your Holy Spirit that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness 

toward us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  

  Amen. 
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RESPONSE (sung)     

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”                                          LSB #571 (v. 6) 
 

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                    Isaiah 12:1-6 

(The Lord Has Become My Salvation) 

1You will say in that day: 

“I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 

for though you were angry with me, 

your anger turned away, 

that you might comfort me. 
2“Behold, God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 

and he has become my salvation.” 

3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in 

that day: 

“Give thanks to the LORD, 

call upon his name, 

make known his deeds among the peoples, 

proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 

let this be made known in all the earth. 
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

            This is the Word of the Lord. 

                      Thanks be to God  
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CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30)                                                                                                P. Mock 

“Come to Save” 
 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, is the God-man come to save;  

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, such a sacrifice He made. 

For we like sheep had gone astray, Each one alone to his own way. 

But the Father knew our need:  He heard our dry, He felt our plea. 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy is the God -man come to save;  

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, such a sacrifice He made. 

There in our place the Lamb was slain; thru His own blood the price was paid. 

For the savior knew our need, He heard our cry, He felt our plea. 

Holy, holy worthy, worthy is the God-man come to save; 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, such a sacrifice He made. 

There at the cross the darkness fell, and from the sorrow, who could tell 

How the Father knew our need, He heard our cry, He felt our plea. 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy, such a sacrifice He made. 

Holy, holy, worthy, worthy is the God-man come to save. 

 
EPISTLE READING                                                                       2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

(If Anyone is in Christ, They Are A New Creation) 
 

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 

we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 

us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are 

ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

            This is the Word of the Lord. 

                      Thanks be to God. 
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LENTEN VERSE   

“On My Heart Imprint Your Image”                                                            LSB #422   

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                           Luke 15:11-32 

 

(The Prodigal Son, His Elder Brother, and Their Loving Father) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

   
 

11And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them 

said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ 

And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger 

son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 

squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a 

severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went 
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and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his 

fields to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs 

ate, and no one gave him anything. 
17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 

have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go 

to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of 

your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still 

a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced 

him and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the 

father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put 

a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, 

and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 

was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, 

he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and asked what 

these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your 

father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 

sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 

entreated him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have 

served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a 

young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours 

came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 

calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 

mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was 

dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                          

 “Children of the Heavenly Father”                                               LSB #725 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                      “The Lost Boys” 

Luke 15:11-32 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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CREED (sung) 

 “We All Believe in One True God”                                                              LSB #953  

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI                     

 “The Lamb”                                                                                     LSB #547 (v. 1,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Our Father We Have Wondered” (10:30 a.m.)                                     Adult Choir 
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“Just As I Am, without One Plea”                                        LSB #570 

 

 

 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
~the Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”                                        LSB #618 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”                                        LSB #637 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                        

 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                              LSB #922 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

    


