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201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,   

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 20, 2022 

 

 
 

PRELUDE                              

 
OPENING HYMN        

“Christ Be My Leader”                                                                                 LSB #861 
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INVOCATION  
 

In the name of the Father and of T the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                   ~Isaiah 55:6,8-9,12 
 

Seek the Lord while he may be found; 

 call on him while he is near. 

 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways,” 

 

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 
You will go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

 

the mountains and hills 

will burst into song before you, 

 and all the trees of the field 

will clap their hands.” 

 

 



3 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot 

see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give 

us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only 

that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  

  Amen. 
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HYMN      

“I Leave All Things to God’s Direction”                                        LSB #719 (v. 1,3-4) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                           Job 4:5-9 
 

(Job’s Friends Incorrectly Believe Earthly Suffering Is Always God’s Punishment) 
 

5But now it has come to you, and you are impatient; 

it touches you, and you are dismayed. 
6Is not your fear of God your confidence, 

and the integrity of your ways your hope? 
7“Remember: who that was innocent ever perished? 

Or where were the upright cut off? 
8As I have seen, those who plow iniquity 

and sow trouble reap the same. 
9By the breath of God they perish, 

and by the blast of his anger they are consumed. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING                                                                              Romans 11:33-36 
 

(God Guides Human Events Beyond Our Ability to Fathom) 
 

33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

or who has been his counselor?” 
35“Or who has given a gift to him 

that he might be repaid?” 
36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

forever. Amen. 
 

            This is the Word of the Lord. 

                      Thanks be to God. 
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LENTEN VERSE   

“On My Heart Imprint Your Image”                                                            LSB #422   

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                           Luke 13:1-5 

(Tower of Siloam) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 

   
 

1There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, 

“Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, 

because they suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will 
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all likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed 

them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived 

in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   

 
CATECHISM 

The Third Petition 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

What does this mean? 

The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, 

but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also. 

  

How is God's will done? 

God's will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and 

purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not 

want us to hallow God's name or let His kingdom come; and when He 

strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die. This 

is His good and gracious will. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                          

 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                                                                   LSB #427 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                  “When Towers Fall” 

Luke 13:1-5 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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RESPONSE 

 “Create in Me”                                                                                            LSB #956  

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI                     

 “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”                                                          LSB #434 (v. 1) 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

 

“Lord of All Hopefulness”                                        LSB #738 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   (continued) 

 

“Be Still, My Soul”                                        LSB #752 
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“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”                                        LSB #707 

 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                        

 “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”                                                          LSB #722 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


