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Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany  

February 20, 2022



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Confirmation and Youth                              

l       Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. Children’s Sunday School resumes January 9. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

February 20, 2022 

 
PRELUDE 

“Oh, How I Love Jesus” (arr. S. Geschke)              LCVH Handbell Choir 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN   

“Fight the Good Fight”                                                                         LSB #664 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

So will it be with the resurrection of the dead:  The body that is sown is 

perishable. 

It is raised imperishable. 
 

It is sown in dishonor. 

It is raised in glory. 
 

It is sown in weakness. 

It is raised in power. 
 

“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? 

Death is swallowed up in victory! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father, what a glorious hope we have in Christ Jesus our Savior, 

Who came to rescue sinners from sin, death and the devil. We magnify the 

name of Christ that He rose victorious and conquered death for all who 

believe. We look forward, in holy anticipation, for the day when the dead 

in Christ shall be raised and those who are alive and remain will be caught 

up with them and be with Jesus forever. For death has been swallowed up 

in victory, through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, Who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 
FIRST READING                                          1 John 5:4-8 
 

(The Christian Overcomes the World) 
 

4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 

victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the 

world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but 

by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the 

Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and 

the blood; and these three agree.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE    

“The First Song of Isaiah”                                 J.N. White 
 

the congregation is asked to join in singing this refrain after each verse: 
 

 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing  

from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say,  

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon His Name; 

REFRAIN 

 

Make His deeds known among the peoples; 

See that they remember that His Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for He has done great things, 

And this is known in all the world. 

REFRAIN 

 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion,  

Ring out your joy, 

For the great one in the midst of you  

Is the Holy One of Israel 

REFRAIN (sung twice) 
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EPISTLE READING             1 Corinthians 15:51-58 

 

(Death Has Been Swallowed Up in Victory) 

 

51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For 

this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must 

put on immortality. 54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 

mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55“O death, where is your victory? 

O death, where is your sting?” 

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 

the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

  

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 6:32-36 
 

(Be Merciful As Your Heavenly Father Is Merciful) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the sixth chapter.   

   

  
32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners 

love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, 

what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34And if you lend to 

those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 

lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But love your enemies, and do 

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and 

you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 
36Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”                                                       LSB #660 (v. 1,2) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON          Sermon Series:  “To the Church in Corinth” 

Part 6:  “The Gift of Victory” 

1 Corinthians 15:51-58 

Vicar Joshua Makey 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”                                                       LSB #660 (v. 3,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.  
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”                     LSB # 477 
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“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                   LSB #821 (v. 1,4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

~the hymn continues on the following page~ 
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5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, 

    His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

    Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 

    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

 

“The Day of Resurrection”                                 LSB #478 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.  

  
 

 

~the service continues with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN         

 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”                                                   LSB #924 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 


