
 

 

 
The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany  
February 13, 2022



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Confirmation and Youth                              

l       Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. Children’s Sunday School resumes January 9. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

american 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

February 13, 2022 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN   

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                     LSB #686 (v. 1-2,4) 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

If there is no resurrection your faith is futile! 

But Christ has been raised, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep.  

 

If there is no resurrection our preaching is in vain! 

But Christ has been raised, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep.  

 

If there is no resurrection we are still in our sins! 

But Christ has been raised, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep.  

 

If there is no resurrection we have hope only in this life! 

But Christ has been raised, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father, we praise and thank You that because of Christ’s great 

sacrifice on the cross and glorious, bodily resurrection, we too are raised 

into newness of life. Not only in this world, but also into the eternal ages 

to come, where we will be clothed with the imperishable. For when we see 

Him, as He is, we shall be like Him, for which we praise Your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  
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FIRST READING                                      Romans 6:3-11 
 

(Dead to Sin, Alive to Christ) 
 

3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified 

with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 

would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free 

from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death 

no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for 

all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves 

dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE (8:00 a.m.)    

“If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death”                C. Idle 
 

 If Christ had not been raised from death our faith would be in vain, 

 Our preaching but a waste of breath, our sin and guilt remain. 

 But now the Lord is risen indeed; He rules in earth and heaven: 

His Gospel meets a world of need—in Christ we are forgiven. 

 

If Christ still lay within the tomb then death would be the end, 

And we should face our final doom with neither guide not friend. 

But now the Savior is raised up, so when a Christian dies 

We mourn, yet look to God in hope—in Christ the saints arise! 
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If Christ had not been truly raised His church would live a lie: 

His name should nevermore be praised, His words deserve to die. 

But now our great Redeemer lives; through Him we are restored: 

His word endures, his church revives in Christ, our risen Lord. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)              arr. S.W. McRae 
 

“Now the Green Blade Rises” 

 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain. 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been,  

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain, 

Thinking that He never would awaken again. 

Laid in the earth the grain that sleeps unseen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

Forth He came at Easter like the risen grain, 

Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain; 

Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, 

Jesus’ touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
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EPISTLE READING             1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 

(Christ Has Been Raised) 

 

12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 

that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, 

then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15We are even found to be 

misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom 

he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not 

raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ have perished. 19If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are 

of all people most to be pitied. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep.  
  

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 6:17-26 

(Blessing and Woes) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the sixth chapter.   

   

  
17And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of 

his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and 

the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18who came to hear him and to be healed of their 

diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all 

the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them 

all. 
20And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. 

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 
22“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile 

you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23Rejoice in that 

day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their 

fathers did to the prophets. 
24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
25“Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 
26“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the 

false prophets. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                                                LSB #680 (v. 1-3) 
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SERMON          Sermon Series:  “To the Church in Corinth” 

Part 5:  “The Gift of Hope in the Resurrection” 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                                                LSB #680 (v. 4-5) 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

  
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“In Heaven Above” (10:30 a.m.)                   Adult Choir 

 
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”             LSB # 461 (v. 1-2,7-8) 

 

 

 

 
7.  He lives and grants me daily breath; 

     He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

     He lives my mansion to prepare; 

     He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8.  He lives, all glory to His name! 

    He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

    Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

    I know that my Redeemer lives! 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Beautiful Savior”                                            LSB #537 
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“Draw Us to Thee”                                            LSB #701 
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PRAYER FOR THE “SOUPER BOWL” OF CARING 

 

~Free Will Offering to Support Firehouse Men’s Homeless Shelter  

Accepted at the Door as You Exit~ 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~the service continues on the following page~ 
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CLOSING HYMN         

 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                                               LSB #685 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL  


