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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Confirmation and Youth                              

l       Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. Children’s Sunday School resumes January 9. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

January 23, 2022 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN   

“The Church’s One Foundation”                                                      LSB #644 (v. 1-2,5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Yet she on earth has union 

    With God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion 

    With those whose rest is won. 

O blessèd heav’nly chorus! 

    Lord, save us by Your grace 

That we, like saints before us, 

    May see You face to face. 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

You are the body of Christ and individual members of the body. 

Lord, You employ the diversity of the body to bring unity to 

the body.  
 

As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

Lord, You employ the diversity of the body to bring unity to 

the body. 
 

May there be no division in the body as members care for one another. 

Lord, You employ the diversity of the body to bring unity to 

the body. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father, may we live according to Your perfect plan and purpose. 

Use us to compliment the work carried out by our brothers and sisters in 

Christ, and we pray, that we are a beautiful testimony of the goodness of 

Jesus Christ, to a lost and dying world. Unite the whole Body of Christ, with 

a dependent mutuality, so that as individuals we may be truly united as 

one Body, to serve You in the place where You have planted us, through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

 

FIRST READING                                Ephesians 4:11-13 
 

(Unity in the Body of Christ) 
 

11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body 

of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 



3 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE (8:00 a.m.)    

“One Bread, One Body”                With One Voice #710 

 

Refrain: 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all; one cup of blessing which we bless,  

and we, though many throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.  

 

1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man, no more.   Refrain 

2. Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all.   Refrain 

3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one for all.  Refrain 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)                                                      E. Lund 
 

“We Are the Body of Christ” 
 

We are the body of Christ, one body flowing with life,  

Sharing in one Spirit, baptized in one name, 

Living for the Savior, together we proclaim: 

We are the body of Christ, one body flowing with life, 

Sharing in one Spirit, baptized in one name,  

Living for the Savior, together we proclaim: 

We are one! 

 

If the foot should say, “I am not a hand, I do not belong!” 

If the ear should say, “I am not an eye, I do not belong!” 

If the head should say to the feet, “You are not like me!” 

Where would the body be? Where would the body be? 
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We are the body of Christ, one body flowing with life, 

Sharing in one Spirit, baptized in one name, 

Living for the Savior, together we proclaim: 

Come, join the body of Christ! Come to the newness of life! 

Sharing in one Spirit, baptized in one name, 

Living for the Savior, together we proclaim: 

We are one in Christ! We are One! 

 
EPISTLE READING             1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

 

(One Body with Many Members) 

 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were 

all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to 

drink of one Spirit. 
14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot should 

say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make 

it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an 

eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 

body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If 

the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as it is, 

God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all 

were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, 

yet one body. 
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21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to 

the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that 

seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that we 

think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts 

are treated with greater modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do not 

require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that 

lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may 

have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 

one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 

appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 

miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 

tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all 

interpret? 31But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
  

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 4:16-21 

 

(Jesus Rejected at Nazareth) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fourth chapter.   

  

  
16And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 

custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 
17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 

found the place where it was written, 
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 

the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to 

them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Church of God, Elect and Glorious”                                                LSB #646 (v. 1,2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON          Sermon Series:  “To the Church in Corinth” 

Part 2:  “The Gift of the Body of Christ” 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Church of God, Elect and Glorious”                                                LSB #646 (v. 3,4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“We Are Many Parts” (10:30 a.m.)                   Adult Choir 
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“Just As I Am, without One Plea”                               LSB # 570 

 

 

 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”            LSB #571 

 

 

 

 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
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“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”            LSB #563 

 

 

 

 
5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN         

 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                                                              LSB #643 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

  


