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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
Festival of Christmas Eve Worship 

December 24, 2021 

MUSICAL PRELUDE 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Choir Anthem                            “Silent Night”                                    Walz/Shackley 
(soloist:  Janelle Sierra) 

 

Silent Night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. 

‘Round yon virgin mother and child, 

Holy infant so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace, in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar; 

Heavenly hosts sing alleluia. 

Christ the Savior is born, the Savior is born! 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, Love’s pure light  

Radiant beams from Thy face,  

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Lord at Thy birth.  

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, O lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing alleluia to our King! 

Christ the Savior is born, the Savior is born, Christ is born. 

Silent night, holy, holy night. 

 

Violin Ensemble                      “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”      arr. C. McMichael 

 

Choir Anthem            “Love Has Come”             arr. Z. Highben 
Love has come, a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.  

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; Hear how their song of joy arises:  

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

Love is born! Come share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; What is the name her heart is saying?  

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers;  

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 
 

the congregation joins in singing: 

Love has come and never will leave us!  Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.  

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
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Handbell Choir        “The Bells of Christmas Morning”                arr. M. Ryan 

 

Choir Anthem       “Your Light Has Come”                         J. Paige 
 

Arise and shine, your light has come, the Savior of the nations. 

Arise and shine, your light has come, behold Emmanuel. 

The glory of the Lord has come! 

Come and rejoice, come and see what God has done. 

Arise and shine, your light has come, the hope of all creation. 

Arise and shine, your light has come, let joy awake the dawn. 

The glory of the Lord has come! 

Come and rejoice, lift your voice, arise, your light has come! 

Hear the tidings that we bring: heaven’s declaration. 

Mountains ring and canyons sing. Hear the proclamation. 

Call His name Emmanuel:  God with us abiding. 

Now the heavens shine and tell. See His star is rising. 

Arise, arise, your light has come! Arise!  

Arise and shine, your light has come, the Savior of the nations. 

Arise and shine, your light has come, behold Emmanuel. 

The glory of the Lord has come! 

Come and rejoice, lift your voices to the sky. 

Arise and shine, your light has come, the hope of all creation. 

Arise and shine, your light has come, let joy awake the dawn.  

Arise! Arise, your light has come! Arise! 

 

Vocal Solo                          “Gesu Bambino”                                     arr. J. Rouse 

(soloist:  Grace Gaertner) 
 

When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows upon a winter night 

Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light. 

The angels sang, the shepherds sang; the grateful earth rejoiced 

And at His blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced. 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night 

That gave the world its Christmas Rose; its King of Love and Light. 

Let ev’ry voice acclaim His name, the grateful chorus swell 

From paradise to earth He came, that we with Him might dwell 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Ah! O come let us adore Him. Ah! Adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

O Come, O come, O come let us adore Him. 

Let us adore Him. Christ the Lord. 
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Choir Anthem                  “O Hear the Angel Voices”                             L. Shackley 
 

The snow lay on the ground, the star shone bright,  

When Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night. 

Venite adoremus Dominum; venite adoremus Dominum.  

Venite adoremus Dominum; venite adoremus Dominum. 

 

See, amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below; 

See, the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years; 

Hail, thou everblessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 

Venite adoremus Dominum; venite adoremus Dominum.  

Venite adoremus Dominum; venite adoremus Dominum. 

 

In the little village of Bethlehem, there lay a child one day; 

And the sky was bright with a holy light o’er the place where Jesus lay. 

Alleluia! O how the angels sang. Alleluia! How it rang! 

And the sky was bright with a holy light. ‘Twas the birthday of a King. 

 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining; it is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining till He appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 

 O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 

O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 

O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 

O holy night. 

 
String Quartet                      “For Unto Us a Child is Born”                     arr. L. Golofeev 
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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP                           Reading of Isaiah 9 
 

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 

shadow of death a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be 

no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing justice and 

righteousness from time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN               “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                       LSB #379  
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INVOCATION 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the ┼ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the  

  Word was God.   

People:  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth.    John 1:1 &14 

 

Pastor:   In the still of the night, when all was dark and silent 

People:  the Light of the World was born in Bethlehem.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

Pastor: As we draw near to the newborn Christ child on this night, we enter into 

the presence of holiness.  Gathered around His manger, looking through 

faith upon His face, we are unworthy guests.  Yet His very presence in our 

world testifies to God’s love for us.  He earnestly desires to bring an end 

to our struggles with sin that offends and opposes His Word.  In His grace 

He grants us forgiveness of our sin.  Confident in the love God has shown 

toward us through Christ Jesus, we confess our grievous faults before God 

and one another. 

People:  Father, we humbly bow before You on this night filled with awe at 

Your great love for us.  We know we are unworthy of such love 

because of our sins in thought, word, and deed.  Yet in the midst of 

our failings and desperate need, You have given us the gift of Your 

only Son as our infant Savior.  We give You thanks for sending the 

Christ Child into our world demonstrating Your perfect love in 

action, as Jesus lived for us.  Forgive our sin this night and fill us with 

the everlasting peace only You can give as we continue to live in the 

reality of being both saint and sinner dependent upon this Jesus who 

was laid to rest in the manger and shed His blood on the cross.  Amen. 
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Pastor: Standing in the presence of our Holy God, I announce His peace to you!  

The separation between God and man, woman, and child has been healed 

by Jesus Christ. He was born in our midst to give us Christmas peace.  He 

died and rose to give us eternal peace.   
  

 Bearing this news of God, I therefore, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Christ child, announce God’s grace to you and in His stead and by His 

command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

┼ Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Peace be with you. 

People: Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 

presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of His glory; through 

Your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL            Luke 2:1-7 
 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 

that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 

governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph 

also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, 

while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she 

brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 

manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 



7 

 

HYMN                     “What Child Is This”                                      LSB #370 
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THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL                                Luke 2:8-12 
 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the Glory of the 

Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger. 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM        “And Glory Shone Around”                     arr. J. Paige 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, 

The angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around, 

The angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around. 

“Fear not!” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind. 

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind. 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind.” 

“To you, in David’s town, this day is born of David’s line  

A Savior, who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the wondrous sign, 

And this shall be the sign.” 

“The heav’nly Babe you there shall find to human view displayed, 

All meanly wrapped in swaddling bands, and in a manger laid.” 

A King is born today! 

“All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; 

Good will henceforth from heav’n to earth begin and never cease, 

Good will henceforth from heav’n to earth begin and never, never cease, 

Good will henceforth from heav’n to earth begin and never cease!” 

 
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL                   Luke 2:13-14 
 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 

and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  
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HYMN              “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                    LSB #380 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL          Luke 2:15-20 
 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said unto to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 

come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and 

found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they 

made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they 

that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary 

kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 

unto them. 
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HYMN                                       “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                            LSB #384 
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SERMON                                 “Christmas Karaoke” 

Luke 2:13-14 

Pastor Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
OFFERING         ~will be taken in the collection plates at the back of the sanctuary as you exit 

 
CHOIR VOLUNTARY          “Welcome to Our World”                            arr. L Larson 
 

Tears are falling, hearts are breaking, how we need to hear from God. 

You’ve been promised, we’ve been waiting; welcome, Holy Child, welcome, Holy Child. 

Hope that you don’t mind our manger, how I wish we could have known. 

But long awaited holy Stranger, make yourself at home, please make yourself at home. 

Bring your peace into our violence, bid our hungry souls be filled. 

Word now breaking heaven’s silence, welcome to our world, welcome to our world. 

Fragile finger sent to heal us, tender brow prepared for thorn,  

Tiny heart whose blood will save us, unto us is born, unto us is born. 

So wrap our injured flesh around you, breathe our air and walk our sod.  

Rob our sin and make us holy, perfect Son of God, perfect Son of God. 

Welcome to our world. 

 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE  
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you.  

 
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to the Lord.  

 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
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CHRISTMAS PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

Your creation and sent Your Son to live among us and die for the sins of 

the world so that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life. As You 

sent the joyful message of His birth to the shepherds, You sent it to us also. 

We thank You for the gift of forgiveness that comes to us through Jesus 

Christ. Send us out into our world, guided by Your Holy Spirit to tell what 

we have seen, heard, and received as He comes to us in His body and 

blood.  

People: Amen.  

Pastor:            Lord Jesus, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray…  
 

LORD’S PRAYER     
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My ┼ body, which is given for you.  This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My ┼ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in 

Christ as their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the 

bread and wine to join us at the Communion table.  The distribution will be in two continuous 

lines down the center aisle. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups.  Please take one from 

the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  (The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-

alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who for medical or personal reasons should not drink 

wine.)  The empty cup can be placed in the basket along the side aisle as you return to your seat. 

Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come forward, fold 

their hands and receive a blessing. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS AND SPECIAL MUSIC 

 
HYMN                         “Once in Royal David’s City”                 LSB #376 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM           “Night of Wonder”                            arr. T. McKibben 

Night of wonder, night of joy, kneeling by the baby boy. 

Night of worship, dawn of hope, heart of heaven on earth below, 

Heart of heaven on earth below. 

 
Night of questions, night of truth; Kneel before Him born anew! 

Come receive the gift He brings. Come and worship heaven’s King. 

Come and worship heaven’s King. 

 
One dark ev’ning, one holy birth; One small infant to save the earth. 

Through the shadows of winter night shines God’s brightest, purest light! 

Purest light! 
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Night of wonder, might of prayer, angels praises fill the air. 

Through the tears sweet Jesus cries; love restores our paradise. 

Love restores our paradise.  

 
Night of wonder, angels sing, come and worship heaven’s King. 

Night of wonder, night of wonder. Come and worship heaven’s King.  

 
HYMN           “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”         LSB #366 
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CANDLE LIGHTING 
 

Pastor:  As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it reminds us of Christ, 

our light, the child in the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our 

death on the cross, and soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of 

all. He is our Light here on earth and the eternal Light who enlightens 

heaven, where there is no need of candle or sun. Rejoice! The Light of the 

World has come. That light transforms us with the brightness of His glory. 

 

(Choir members will pass the light to the first person in each pew,  

who will then pass it on to others in that pew.  

Please pass the light by tipping the unlit candles into the lit candles.) 

 
HYMN    “Silent Night”                      LSB #363 
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CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, you have filled us with the light of the Word who became 

flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen.   

 

CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

Pastor:  The Lord is your light. He is your life and salvation. 

People: Thanks be to Christ, our light. 

 

 Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and  give you peace.  

People: Amen. 

 
+ The candles are extinguished.+ 
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HYMN             “Joy to the World”                 LSB #387 (vv. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 
POSTLUDE                                  “Joy to the World”                                arr. N. Palmer 

 

       “Hallelujah Chorus”                                 arr. C. Custer 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26TH 

ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 10:00 a.m. 
 

 
A special “Thank You” to all of our musicians for sharing their many talents! 

 

Musicians 

Organ/Choir Director:  Ruth Johnson 

Piano:  Kendra Quandt-Coffee 

Violin:  Sodam Lim, Lucina Horner 

Viola:  Michael Fernandez 

Cello:  Payton Ahlemeyer 

Trumpet:  Sam Ardovino, Joe Ardovino 

Trombone:  Charlie Mercier 

Alto Saxophone:  Rick Ardovino 

Soprano Saxophone:  Lori Ardovino 

Flute:  Ginger Zingara 

Clarinet:  Lori Ardovino, Ella Gaertner, Gloria Phillips 

Percussion:  Rick Ardovino, Mary Lembke, Mary Frances Lembke 

 

LCVH Adult Choir 

  Christen Press     Janelle Sierra 

  Emma Lembke    Laura Patterson 

  Marlys Kuehnert    Suzana Mgeni 

  Tessa Brown     Grace Gaertner 

  Cherry Fishburne    Katherine Gaertner 

  Robin Wilhelm    Jaki Ahlemeyer 

  Kendra Quandt-Coffee   Debbie Riha 

  Ella Gaertner     Keith Johnson   

  Mark Kuehnert    Vicar Josh Makey  

  John Gaertner     Darrell Lauppe  

  Jim Patterson     Camp Wilhelm 

Ryan Wilhelm 
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LCVH Handbell Choir 

  Wendy Pickard    Todd Pickard 

  Mary Grace Whittington   Wilson Whittington 

  Anna Kate Lembke    Keith Johnson 

  JoAnn Kneynsberg    Debbie Riha 

Mary Lembke  

    

 

 

Thank you to all who donated poinsettias to beautify the sanctuary: 
 

Carol Barber  

Lucille & Jim Boyle 

The Canning Family 

Sandy Dacheux 

Alma & John Gaertner 

Myra & Mike Grund 

Carolyn & Ben Hogan 

Laura & Jim Patterson 

The Pickard Family 

Katie & Robb Romp 

Linda & John Schoen 

The Schoenfeldt Family 

The Walter Family 

Ann & Payton Zarzour 

 

 
 

Join us tomorrow, December 25, at 10:00 a.m. 

 for Christmas Day Worship 

 


