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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

First Sunday after Christmas 
December 26, 2021 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                       

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                       LSB #380                                                                   
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

Amen. 

 
PSALMODY                               ~Psalm 116 
 

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; 

our God is merciful. 

 

The LORD preserves the simple; 

when I was brought low, he saved me. 

 

Return, O my soul, to your rest; 

for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. 

 

For you have delivered my soul from death, 

my eyes from tears, 

my feet from stumbling; 

 

I will walk before the LORD 

in the land of the living. 
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What shall I render to the LORD 

for all his benefits to me? 

 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the LORD, 

 

I will pay my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people. 

 

Precious in the sight of the LORD 

is the death of his saints. 

 

O LORD, I am your servant; 

I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. 

You have loosed my bonds. 

 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

I will pay my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people, 

 

In the courts of the house of the LORD, 

in your midst, O Jerusalem.  

Praise the LORD! 
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GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

 
KYRIE 

 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

Let us pray.  

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant 

that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.    
 

   
  

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                      Exodus 13:1-3a,11-15 
 

1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first 

to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is 

mine.” 
3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out 

from this place.  
11“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you 

and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall set apart to the LORD all that 

first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the 

LORD’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will 
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not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons 

you shall redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this 

mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, 

from the house of slavery.  
15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of 

animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, 

but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                           Hebrews 4:14-16 
 

12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a 

complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so 

you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 

singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 2:22-40 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

    

 
22 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  
23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb 

shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is 

said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now 

there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit 

into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed 

God and said, 
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 

many hearts may be revealed.” 



10 

 

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years 

from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She 

did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and 

day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 

speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 

they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew 

and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   

“In His Temple Now Behold Him”                                                               LSB #519 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON   

“The ‘Word’ Fulfilled” 

Luke 2:22-40 

Vicar Joshua Makey 
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NUNC DIMITTIS 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of Your people who call upon You 

and grant that they both perceive and know what things they ought to do 

and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      

 Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN            

“Let Our Gladness Have No End”                                                              LSB #381  

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Confirmation and Youth                              

l       Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. Children’s Sunday School resumes January 9. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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