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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,                                  

l       and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

The “O Antiphons” of Advent 

Part 2:  “O Root of Jesse” 

December 1, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN        

 “Hark the Glad Sound”                                                                               LSB #349 
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ADVENT CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

All those who await His appearance pray:  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

The whole creation pleads.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived 

as if God did not matter and as if I have mattered most. My 

Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; my worship and 

prayers have faltered. I have not let His love have its way with 

me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those whom 

I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts 

and desires have been soiled with sin. I am sorry for all of this 

and ask for Your grace. 
 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Advent Lord, only a small remnant of God’s people remained during the 

time of Isaiah, but out of a seemingly impossible situation You fulfilled the 

promise of a Savior for all mankind. Thank you for bringing a descendent 

from the Root of Jesse, a family tree, that brought forth the fruit of 

salvation for all families, tribes, tongues and nations. As we look to the 

past to see how You have fulfilled Your promises to us, let us look to the 

future with the same hope and certainty that we will one day be in the 

promised presence of this Root of Jesse, in His name we pray,   

Amen. 

 
THEME VERSE                    ~Isaiah 11:1 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse, 

From his roots a Branch will be fruit. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”              LSB #357 (v. 4) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                   Isaiah 11:1-10 

(XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX) 
 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 
10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of 

him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
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 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE READING                                                                         Romans 15:4-13 

(XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX) 
 

4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 

such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you 

may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 
8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

and sing to your name.” 
10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule 

the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE “O ANTIPHON” OF ADVENT 
 

O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, before whom 

all kings are mute, to whom the nations do homage: 

Come quickly to deliver us. 
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MAGNIFICAT 

“My Soul Rejoices”                                                                                     LSB #933 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                 Matthew 1:1-17 

 

(XXXXXXXXXXXXXX) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the first chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham. 
2Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the 

father of Judah and his brothers, 3and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by 

Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4and Ram 

the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon 

the father of Salmon, 5and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the 

father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of 

David the king. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7and Solomon the 

father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of 

Asaph, 8and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of 

Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and 

Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10and Hezekiah the 

father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of 

Josiah, 11and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 

deportation to Babylon. 
12And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and 

Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14and Azor the father 

of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15and 

Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the 

father of Jacob, 16and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 

Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 
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17So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and 

from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the 

deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY      

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                                                     LSB #359 (v. 1-3) 
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SERMON                 

Sermon Series on the “O Antiphons of Advent” 

Part 2: O Root of Jesse 

Matthew 1:23 

Vicar Joshua Makey 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION  

 The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN           

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”                           Tune:  Hyfrydol 

 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

    Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

    Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

    Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 


