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CHRISTMAS EVE 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

December 24, 2021 

4:00 p.m. 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                            (see back inside cover for participants) 

 

PRELUDE                       
 

(Please stand and face the Processional Cross) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP            
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the ┼ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor:  The people who walked in darkness have seen the light. 

People: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome. 
 

Pastor:  Those who dwelled in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

People: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
 

Pastor:  In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

People: Amen. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN         “O, Come, All Ye Faithful”                      LSB #379 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

 
 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH          Celebrating the songs of the angels  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  We gather to celebrate the songs of the angels.  

People:  “Glory to God in the Highest!”   
 

Pastor: We light the first candle to celebrate hope. The angels sing this night that God 

raised up a Savior for His people, Israel, and through Him blessed all nations.  

People:  Let the heavens and the earth rejoice. Our Savior has come. 
 

(First candle is lit) 
 

Pastor: We light the second candle to celebrate peace. The angels sing this night that 

God and sinners are reconciled through the Prince of Peace. 

People:  Let the heavens and the earth rejoice. Our Savior has come. 
 

(Second candle is lit) 
 

Pastor: We light the third candle to celebrate joy. The angels sing that the Lord has made 

known His salvation and that grace is poured out upon us all.  

People:  Let the heavens and the earth rejoice. Our Savior has come. 
 

(Third candle is lit) 
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Pastor: We light the fourth candle to celebrate love. The angels sing that God so loved 

the world that He sent His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him 

will have eternal life.  

People:  Let the heavens and the earth rejoice. Our Savior has come. 
 

(Fourth candle is lit) 
 

Pastor: We light the Christ candle to celebrate the song of the miracle that God became 

man to save mankind. For unto us a Son is born. 

People:  For unto us a Son is given. 
 

Pastor:  And He will be called Wonderful Counselor,  

People:  Mighty God,   

  

Pastor:  Everlasting Father, 

People:  Prince of peace.  
 

Pastor:  In the still of the night, when all was dark and silent.  

People:  The Light of the World was born in Bethlehem.  
 

(Christ Candle is lit) 
 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and on the last day 

wake to the brightness of His glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen.  
 

RESPONSE                             “O Come Little Children” 
 

-Little children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Message- 
 

O come, little children, O come one and all, 

To Bethlehem haste, to the manger so small, 

God's Son for a gift has been sent you this night 

To be your redeemer, your joy and delight. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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A Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

 

FIRST LESSON        Luke 2:1-5 

 

(The Census Fulfills Ancient Prophecy of the Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem)  

 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  

 
CAROL 

“Once in Royal David’s City”  
 

Once in royal David’s city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for His bed:  

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 
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SECOND LESSON                Luke 2:6-7 

 

(The Birth of Jesus) 

 
6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 

 
CAROL 

“Away in a Manger”  
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head, 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.  
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
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THIRD LESSON              Luke 2:8-14 

 

(The Announcement of the Angels) 

 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city 

of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 
CAROL 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”  
 

Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

Echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Refrain: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

 

Refrain 
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FOURTH LESSON                        Luke 2:15-20 

 

(The Shepherds Go to Bethlehem) 

 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 

child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up 

all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
CAROL 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 

 

 

 

 

SERMON                                     “Christmas Karaoke” 

Luke 2:14 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

OFFERING           will be taken in the collection plates at the back of the sanctuary as you exit 

 

VOLUNTARY                                  “O Holy Night”                                            arr. G. Lanier 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on Your 

creation and sent Your Son to live among us and die for the sins of the world so 

that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life. As You sent the joyful 

message of His birth to the shepherds, You sent it to us also. We thank You for the 

gift of forgiveness that comes to us through Jesus Christ. Send us out into our 

world, guided by Your Holy Spirit to tell what we have seen, heard, and received 

as He comes to us in His body and blood.  

People:            Amen.  
 

Pastor:             Lord Jesus, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray…  

 

LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My ┼ body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My ┼ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:  Amen.  
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to join 

us at the Communion table.  The distribution will be in two continuous lines down the center aisle. The 

practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is 

offered in individual cups, please take one from the tray as it is offered by the Elder.  (The cups in the 

center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of persons who for medical or 

personal reasons should not drink wine.)  The empty cup can be placed in the basket along the side aisle as 

you return to your seat. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are invited to come 

forward, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS and SPECIAL MUSIC 

 
HYMN                           “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”         
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 

Refrain: 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel! 
 

Refrain 
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Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 
 

Refrain 

 
HYMN                                           “What Child Is This” 
 

                                What child is this, who, laid to rest,                                                                        

on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud,  

The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here  

The silent word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the word made flesh, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

Come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high,  

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born,  

The babe, the son of Mary! 
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HYMN             “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth  

 To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 

From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come 

 With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav’nly music floats 

O’er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o’er its babel sounds 

The blessèd angels sing. 
 

All you, beneath your heavy load, 

 By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way 

With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, 

Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; 

 Of Him the angels sing. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

Pastor:  As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it reminds us of Christ, our 

light, the child in the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the 

cross, and soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of all. He is our Light 

here on earth and the eternal Light who enlightens heaven, where there is no need 

of candle or sun. Rejoice! The Light of the World has come. That light 

transforms us with the brightness of His glory. 

 

(Worship assistants will pass the light to the first person in each pew, who will then pass it on to 

others in that pew. Please pass the light by tipping the unlit candles into the lit candles.) 
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HYMN       “Silent Night”  
                         

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Pastor: Almighty God, you have filled us with the light of the Word who became flesh 

and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 

 

CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

Pastor:  The Lord is your light. He is your life and salvation. 

People:  Thanks be to Christ, our light. 

 

  Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and give you peace.  

People:   Amen. 
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 + The candles are extinguished + 

 
HYMN                                                 “Joy to the World” 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

 And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

 And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
POSTLUDE   “Joy to the World”                     arr. F. Ritter 

 

 

 
Musicians  

 

Organ & Piano Ruth Johnson 

Trumpet  Sam Ardovino 
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Pre-service Music  

 

“Deck the Halls”     Piano  Payton Norris 

 

“Jingle Bells”     Ukelele Sydney Coffee 

“We Wish You a Merry Christmas” 

       

“Jingle Bells”     Violin  Payton Coffee 

 

“Deck the Halls”    Piano  Nolan Blackenburg 

    

“Silent Night”     Recorder  Carolyn Phillips 

        Daniel Phillips 

 

“African Noel”     LCVH Youth Ensemble:   

       Flutes  Ashley Wojcik 

        Maisie Seltz 

      Oboe  Daniel Phillips 

      Clarinet Gloria Phillips 

        Mary Grace Whittington 

      Alto Sax Trevor Wojcik 

      Trumpet Samantha Morrison 

      Trombone David Wojcik 

        Alex Sierra 

      Tuba  Gabe Sierra 

      Violin  Mac Cahill 

      Cello  Payton Ahlemeyer 

      Percussion Emma Seltz 
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Join us tomorrow, December 25th, at 10:00 a.m. 

 for Christmas Day Worship 
 

 

 

Sunday, December 26th, 

One service only at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 
 

Thank you to all who donated poinsettias to beautify the sanctuary: 
 

Carol Barber  

Lucille & Jim Boyle 

The Canning Family 

Sandy Dacheux 

Alma & John Gaertner 

Myra & Mike Grund 

Carolyn & Ben Hogan 

Laura & Jim Patterson 

The Pickard Family 

Katie & Robb Romp 

Linda & John Schoen 

The Schoenfeldt Family 

The Walter Family 

Ann & Payton Zarzour 
 

 


