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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Confirmation and Youth                              

l       Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. Children’s Sunday School resumes January 9. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

The “O Antiphons” of Advent 

Part 5:  “O King of the Nations” 

December 12, 2021 

 

OPENING HYMN        

 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                                          LSB #341 (v. 1-3) 
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ADVENT CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

All those who await His appearance pray:  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

The whole creation pleads.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived 

as if God did not matter and as if I have mattered most. My 

Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; my worship and 

prayers have faltered. I have not let His love have its way with 

me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those whom 

I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts 

and desires have been soiled with sin. I am sorry for all of this 

and ask for Your grace. 
 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Prince of Peace, and Desire of the nations, in You all things have been 

reconciled in heaven and on earth. Through the clay of Your incarnation 

You have fashioned a new humanity. Breathe Your Spirit into all people 

and unite us in a bond of peace that comes in knowing You. In the name 

of the Savior of all nations. 

Amen. 

 
THEME VERSE                      ~Isaiah 2:4 
 

He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many 

peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears 

into pruning hooks. 

 

Nations will not take up the sword against nations. 

 Nor will they train for war anymore. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”              LSB #357 (v. 7) 
 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                      Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

(A Savior for the Nations) 
 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the 

earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand 

and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 
7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 

carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth I tell you of them.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING                                                                        Galatians 3:26-29 
 

(In Christ There Is Neither Jew Nor Greek) 

 

26For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27For as many of you 

as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 

according to promise. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
THE “O ANTIPHON” OF ADVENT 
 

O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone uniting all 

people: 

Come and save us all, whom You formed out of clay. 
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MAGNIFICAT 

“My Soul Rejoices”                                                                                     LSB #933 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                           Matthew 2:1-2,7-11 
 

(The Visit of the Wise Men) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the second chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 

worship him.”  
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 

time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 

search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that 

I too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their 

way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until 

it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they 

rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child 

with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 

treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      

“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”                                           LSB #348  

 

 

 
SERMON 

Sermon Series on the “O Antiphons of Advent” 

Part 5: O King of the Nations 

Isaiah 2:4 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 
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He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

 The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN           

“Prepare the Royal Highway”                                 LSB #343 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


