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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,                                  

l       and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

The “O Antiphons” of Advent 

Part 3:  “O Key of David” 
December 5, 2021 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN        

 “Let All Together Praise Our God”                                               LSB #389 (v. 1,4-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

6  He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

    The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise 

7  Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

  Lord Jesus, we adore 

  And praise to God the Father yield 

  And Spirit evermore; 

  We praise You evermore. 
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ADVENT CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

All those who await His appearance pray:  

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

The whole creation pleads.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived 

as if God did not matter and as if I have mattered most. My 

Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; my worship and 

prayers have faltered. I have not let His love have its way with 

me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those whom 

I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts 

and desires have been soiled with sin. I am sorry for all of this 

and ask for Your grace. 
 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Key of David, lead us each day in the glad confidence that You have 

atoned for our sin and opened the kingdom of heaven for us. Fill our 

hearts with the confidence that You have separated our sins as far as the 

east is from the west. Send Your Holy Spirit into our lives so that we may 

grow in love and grace, and that we may go forward, sharing with others 

that You have opened the way to everlasting life. In the anticipation of our 

Advent Savior and King.        

Amen. 

 
THEME VERSE                ~Isaiah 22:22a 

I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David.  

What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can 

open. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”              LSB #357 (v. 5) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                 Isaiah 22:21-25 
 

(The Key of the House of David) 
 

21And I will clothe him with your robe, and will bind your sash on him, and will 

commit your authority to his hand. And he shall be a father to the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 22And I will place on his shoulder the key of 

the house of David. He shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and 

none shall open. 23And I will fasten him like a peg in a secure place, and he will 

become a throne of honor to his father’s house. 24And they will hang on him the 

whole honor of his father’s house, the offspring and issue, every small vessel, 

from the cups to all the flagons. 25In that day, declares the LORD of hosts, the peg 

that was fastened in a secure place will give way, and it will be cut down and fall, 

and the load that was on it will be cut off, for the LORD has spoken.” 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM  (10:30 a.m.)                           L. Larson 

“Come, Messiah!” 

O come, Divine Messiah,  

the world in silence waits the day when hope shall sing its triumph, and sorrows flee away. 

O come, Desire of nations,  

Whom priest and prophet long foretold, and break the chains that bind us,  

redeem Your long-lost fold. 

Come, Messiah! Dispel our night with the dawn of grace. 

Come, Messiah! We long to see Your face. Come, Messiah, come! 

O come, dear Child of promise,  

for lowly shall Your cradle be; thought clothed in human likeness, we shall the God-head see! 

Come, Messiah! 

Dispel our night with the dawn of grace. 

Come, Messiah! We long to see Your face. 

Come, Messiah! Dispel our night with the dawn of grace. 

Come Messiah! We long to see Your face, Your face. 
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O come, Messiah, come! 

O come, Divine Messiah. 

Come, Messiah, come! 

 

EPISTLE READING                                                                  Revelation 3:7-13 
 

(The Key of David Symbolizes the Power of Jesus to Open or Close Heaven) 
 

7“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, 

the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who 

shuts and no one opens. 
8“‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is 

able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my 

word and have not denied my name. 9Behold, I will make those of the synagogue 

of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make 

them come and bow down before your feet and they will learn that I have loved 

you. 10Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you 

from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell 

on the earth. 11I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may 

seize your crown. 12The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple 

of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my 

God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down 

from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. 13He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE “O ANTIPHON” OF ADVENT 
 

O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, You open and no one 

can close, You close and no one can open: 

Come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the 

shadow of death. 
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MAGNIFICAT 

“My Soul Rejoices”                                                                                     LSB #933 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                              Matthew 18:15-20 
 

(Jesus Entrusted the Authority to Forgive Sins to His Church) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the eighteenth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 

alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not 

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 

established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to 

them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him 

be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind 

on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about 

anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where 

two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      

“Once in Royal David’s City”                                                         LSB #376 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                 

Sermon Series on the “O Antiphons of Advent” 

Part 3: O Key of David 

Isaiah 22:22 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Long Ago, Prophets Knew”                      Choir (10:30 a.m.) 

 

 

“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”             LSB #386 
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“Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”            LSB #375 

 

 

 

 
5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 

 
6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join Your choir above. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”            LSB #367 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the 

life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your 

Holy Spirit that, having with our mouth received the holy Sacrament, we 

may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness 

of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

 The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

~the service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN           

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”                  LSB #361 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


