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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship
Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children, Confirmation,
and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in
consideration of persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion
instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
The “O Antiphons” of Advent
Part 1: “O Emmanuel”
November 28, 2021
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN
“The Advent of Our King”
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Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

6

All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

LSB #331
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ADVENT CALL TO WORSHIP
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Spirit and the Church cry out:
Come, Lord Jesus.
All those who await His appearance pray:
Come, Lord Jesus.
The whole creation pleads.
Come, Lord Jesus.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived
as if God did not matter and as if I have mattered most. My
Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; my worship and
prayers have faltered. I have not let His love have its way with
me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those whom
I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts
and desires have been soiled with sin. I am sorry for all of this
and ask for Your grace.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized
shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us with great might! For
when the time had fully come, You sent Your Son, born of a virgin, for us
and for our salvation. Come, Lord Jesus, with Your grace, to all the places
of the world where people desperately need You. Come and give us the
gift of Your presence among us; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
THEME VERSE
~Isaiah 7:14
Therefore, the Lord himself shall give you a sign.
Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

LSB #357 (v. 1)
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 7:14-17
(The Sign of Emmanuel)
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Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey
when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you
dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and
upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim
departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)

J. Paige

“The King Is Coming Soon”
Let the angels sing. Let the bells in heaven ring, for the King is coming soon.
Let the stars on high lend their glory to the sky, for the King is coming soon.
Every valley shout for joy. Let every mountain ring.
Let the rivers clap their hands in praise.
Let the nations of the world rejoice and sing everlasting songs of joy,
Everlasting songs of joy, for the king is coming soon.
Let the ocean waves lift a tuneful hymn of praise, for the King is coming soon.
Let the seas rejoice. Every river lift its voice, for the King is coming soon.
Every valley shout for joy. Let every mountain ring.
Let the rivers clap their hands in praise.
Let the nations of the world rejoice and sing everlasting songs of joy,
Everlasting songs of joy, for the king is coming soon.
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Let the world as one sing the glory of the Son.
With a joyful song let creation sing along, for the King is coming soon.
Every valley shout for joy. Let every mountain ring.
Let the rivers clap their hands in praise.
Let the nations of the world rejoice and sing everlasting songs of joy,
Everlasting songs of joy, for the King is coming soon
Christ is coming soon.

EPISTLE READING

Galatians 4:4-7
(In the Fullness of Time, God Sent His Son)
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But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but
a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE “O ANTIPHON” OF ADVENT
O Emmanuel, our king and our Lord, the anointed for the nations and their
Savior.
Come and save us, O Lord our God.
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MAGNIFICAT
“My Soul Rejoices”

LSB #933
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HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 1:18-25
(The Birth of Jesus Christ)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY
“Savior of the Nations, Come”

LSB #332 (v. 1-4)

SERMON
Sermon Series on the “O Antiphons of Advent”

Part 1: O Emmanuel
Matthew 1:23
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Awake, Awake & Greet the New Morn”

Choir (10:30 a.m.)
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“What Child Is This”

LSB #370
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”

LSB #374
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“Infant Holy”

LSB #393

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the
life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your
Holy Spirit that, having with our mouth received the holy Sacrament, we
may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness
of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
“Once He Came in Blessing”

LSB #333

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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