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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 

 
TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,                                  

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. 

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY   

November 7, 2021 

 
PRELUDE                                             

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN     

“For All the Saints”                                                                        LSB #677 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION  
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED  

Almighty God, those who die in the Lord still live with You in joy and 

blessedness. We give You thanks for the grace You have bestowed upon 

Your servants who have finished their course in faith and now rest from 

their labors. 

 

Helen Nasser 

Ken Harrison 

Luverne Hasse 

Barb Mooney 

Annelle Johnson 

Murray Bair 

Irene Hall 

Jean Wolter 

Lee Parrish 

Don Israel 

 

(A moment of silence to remember those loved ones who have passed on to their eternal rest.) 

 

These are they who have come out of the great ordeal. They have washed 

their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Salvation 

belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!  

Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 

honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 

Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

“This is the Feast”                                                                                        LSB #155 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Heavenly Father, on this day when we remember those who have gone 

before us to be with You in heaven, we remember that they are 

surrounded by joy and gladness as they gather around Your throne and as 

You wipe every tear from their eyes. Help us to remember, too, that You 

comfort us here on this side of heaven, as well as with Your resurrection 

promise that will one day be with them in glory and will share in the 

everlasting life You have granted through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
FIRST READING                                Revelation 7:9-17  
 

(A Great Multitude of Saints) 
 

9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 

the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 

their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing 

around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they 

fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! 

Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 

might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 

robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he 

said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
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16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 

the sun shall not strike them, 

nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE                                 I John 3:1-3 
 

(We Are God’s Children Now) 
 

1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will 

be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 

himself as he is pure. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 5:1-12 

(The Beatitudes) 
 

           The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
  

   
 

 

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 
2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
  

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         

“Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”                                                 LSB #670 (v. 1,3-4) 
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SERMON                        “The Tomb of the Known Saint” 

Revelation 7:14 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord, in your mercy.         

  Hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.   

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Jerusalem the Golden”                                                                               LSB #672 
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“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                                                            LSB #680 
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“I'm But a Stranger Here”                                                                            LSB #748 

 

 

 

 

 
+  INSTALLATION OF VICAR MAKEY  + 

   
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN  

“Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”                                                         LSB #813 (v. 1,5-6) 

 

 

 

 

 
6 At last the march shall end; 

    The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 

    Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  


