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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 

 
TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,                                  

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. 

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
October 24, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN            

“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”                                                       LSB #915 (v. 1-2,4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 

 
 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 
 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY         ~select verses from Psalm 25 & 145 
 

Remember, Lord, Your great mercy and love, 

 for they are from of old. 

 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

The LORD is good to all, 

and His mercy is over all that He has made. 

 

The LORD upholds all who are falling 

and raises up all who are bowed down. 

 

The LORD is near to all who call on Him, 

to all who call on Him in truth. 

 

He fulfills the desire of those who fear Him; 

He also hears their cry and saves them. 

  

Remember, Lord, Your great mercy and love, 

 for they are from of old. 

 

 
GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
 

    
 

Faithful God, whose mercies are new to us every morning, we humbly pray 

that You would look upon us in mercy and renew us by Your Holy Spirit. 

Keep safe our going out and our coming in, and let Your blessing remain 

with us throughout this day. Preserve us in Your righteousness, and grant 

us a portion in that eternal life which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                     Jeremiah 31:7-9 

(Pleas for Mercy) 
7 Thus says the LORD: 

“Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

‘O LORD, save your people, 

the remnant of Israel.’ 

8Behold, I will bring them from the north country 

and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, 

the pregnant woman and she who is in labor, together; 

a great company, they shall return here. 
9With weeping they shall come, 

and with pleas for mercy I will lead them back, 

I will make them walk by brooks of water, 

in a straight path in which they shall not stumble, 

for I am a father to Israel, 

and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)                     arr. S. Harris 
 

“Jubilate, Sing Praise!” 
 

Jubilate, sing praise to the Lord. Lift up a jubilant voice. 

Jubilate, sing praise to the Lord. Let every nation rejoice. 

All creation joins in the song. Valleys echo, singing along.  

Mountains rise up loud and strong.  

Jubilate, jubilate, jubilate Deo. 
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Jubilate, bring glorious sounds. Worship the Giver of life. 

Jubilate, let music abound. Raise up a song to the sky. 

All creation joins in the song. Valleys echo, singing along. 

Mountains rise up loud and strong.  

Jubilate, jubilate, jubilate Deo. 

 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love.  Jubilate, jubilate. 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. Jubilate Deo. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. Jubilate. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 

Jubilate, sing praise to the Lord. Lift high a jubilant noise.  

Jubilate, sing praise to the Lord. Come with a shout and rejoice. 

All creations joins in song. Valleys echo, singing along. 

Mountains rise up loud and strong. 

Jubilate, jubilate, jubilate Deo. 

Jubilate, jubilate, jubilate Deo! 

 
EPISTLE                                      Titus 3:4-7 
 

(God Saved Us According to His Mercy) 
 

4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he 

saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 

own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being 

justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                 Mark 10:46-52 

(Blind Bartimaeus) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 

    

 
46And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a 

great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the 

roadside. 47And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out 

and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48And many rebuked him, 

telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy 

on me!” 49And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, 

saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 50And throwing off his cloak, 

he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me 

to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 
52And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And 

immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY             

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                         LSB #729 (v. 1-2,4) 
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SERMON                       

“When Faith Meets Friction? Persistence Over Resistance!” 

Mark 10:46-52 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 
OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 
AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Eat This Bread and Never Hunger” (10:30)        Adult Choir 

 
“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”                               LSB #620 
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“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”                     LSB #849 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”                       LSB #632 

 

 

 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Let us pray, 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit one God, now and forever. 

 Amen.  
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
 

 

 
CLOSING HYMN            

“Amazing Grace”                                                                        LSB #744 (v. 1-3) 
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DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 

 


