
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY 
October 17, 2021



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 

 
TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,                                  

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. 

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY 
 

OPENING HYMN 

“In Christ Alone”              Getty/Townend 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 A friend loves at all times, 

  And a brother is born for adversity.                           ~Proverbs 17:17 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 
 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O God, your Son received sinners and ate with them, rejoicing in their 

repentance. We ask for your Holy Spirit to direct and govern our hearts, to lead 

us to repent of our sins and to receive forgiveness in the blessed sacrament of 

Christ’s body and blood; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                            Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

(The Value of Friendship) 
 

9Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10For if 

they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and 

has not another to lift him up! 11Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but 

how can one keep warm alone? 12And though a man might prevail against one 

who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
 

EPISTLE                                Galatians 5:22-6:2 
 

(Fruit of the Spirit) 
 

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24And 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. 
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26Let us not become 

conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 
1Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 

restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 

tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                      John 8:2-11 

 

(Jesus Befriends a Woman Caught in Adultery) 

 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
2Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, 

and he sat down and taught them. 3The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 

woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4they said 

to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5Now in the 

Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 6This 

they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. 

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7And as they continued 

to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you 

be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8And once more he bent down and wrote on 

the ground. 9But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with 

the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 
10Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?” 11She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 

condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        

“What a Friends We Have in Jesus”                                                             LSB #770 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON 

“Friend of Sinners” 

Matthew 11:19 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“How Firm a Foundation” (10:30 a.m.)            LCVH Handbell Choir 

 

“Just As I Am, without One Plea”             LSB #570 

 

 

 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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“Lamb of God”                                  LSB #550 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

 

 

 

 

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“The Lamb”                                             LSB #547 

 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as 

You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to 

life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name.    

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN   

“Brothers and Sisters in Christ”                                                  LUYH #5 

 

 Sing alleluia! Amen!  

Let your prayers and praises ascend. 

Lift up your voices and sing  

To our Lord God, our Savior and King! 

Here brought together by grace 

We are gathered as friends in this place. 

And assembled as one, 

In the name of the Son,  

Lifting hearts, lifting hands 

Celebrating as friends, 

And proclaiming the Lord,  

All our praises afford.  

We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

 

~the hymn continues on the following page~ 
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Man walked alone and in need 

Without faith, hope or promise or creed; 

Wandering, aimlessly lost, 

Unaware of the staggering cost; 

That God in His mercy would save 

All His people from death and the grave. 

And assembled as one, 

In the name of the Son,  

Lifting hearts, lifting hands 

Celebrating as friends, 

And proclaiming the Lord,  

All our praises afford.  

We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

Lord, teach us how to proclaim 

All Your goodness, Your love and Your name! 

Lord, teach us how to forgive 

And in love, teach us, Lord, how to live. 

Raising our voices in song,  

Help us tell all the world we belong. 

And assembled as one, 

In the name of the Son,  

Lifting hearts, lifting hands 

Celebrating as friends, 

And proclaiming the Lord,  

All our praises afford.  

We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
DISMISSAL 

 God in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


