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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 

 
TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,                                  

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. 

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 10, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

“This Is My Commandment” (10:30 a.m.)    Youth Ensemble Musicians 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                

“What Is the World to Me”                                                          LSB #730 (v. 1,3-4) 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

 “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

  “With men it is impossible.  All things are possible with God.” 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                       “This is the Feast”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father, in Whom we live and move and have our being, we 

humbly pray You so to  guide and govern us by Your Word and Spirit, that 

in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget You but 

remember that we are ever walking in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

 Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                               Amos 5:6-7,10-15 
 

(Seek the Lord and Live) 
 

6Seek the LORD and live, lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, 

and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel, 
7O you who turn justice to wormwood and cast down righteousness to the earth! 
10They hate him who reproves in the gate, and they abhor him who speaks the 

truth. 
11Therefore because you trample on the poor and you exact taxes of grain from 

him, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not dwell in them; you 

have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. 
12For I know how many are your transgressions and how great are your sins— 

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and turn aside the needy in the 

gate. 
13Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time, for it is an evil time. 
14Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, 

will be with you, as you have said. 
15Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the 

LORD, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                        Hebrews 3:12-14 
 

(Hold Firm to Christ) 
 

12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 

leading you to fall away from the living God. 13But exhort one another every day, 

as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 

deceitfulness of sin. 14For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 

confidence firm to the end.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                 Mark 10:17-27 
 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the tenth chapter.   

   

 

(The Rich Young Ruler) 
 

17 As [Jesus] was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him 

and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
18And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God 

alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, 

Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and 

mother.’” 20And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 
21And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, 

sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 

and come, follow me.” 22Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for 

he had great possessions. 
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those 

who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”  
24And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, 

“Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 

God.” 26And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can 

be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not 

with God. For all things are possible with God.”  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           

 “Seek Ye First”                                  LSB #712 

 

 

 

 
SERMON      “A Camel Through the Eye of a Needle” 

Mark 10:17-27 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  

             against us; 

             and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 
“All Depends on Our Possessing”                                                   LSB #732 (v. 1-4) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 
“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                     LSB #743 (v. 1-4) 
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“What Is This Bread”               LSB #629 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them 

to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reign with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 
+  WELCOME TO JOSH & SARAH MAKEY  + 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN        

 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”                          LSB #917 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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We thank our Youth for their participation in today’s service: 

 
Readers- Early Service 

Nora House 

Maisie House 

 David Wojcik 

 

Readers- Late Service 

Emma Seltz 

 Franky Sierra 

Laura Whittington 

 

Ushers- Late Service 

Brody Ahlemeyer 

Miles Blackenburg 

Emma Bubeck 

 

Ensemble Musicians- Late Service 

Maizie Seltz and Ashley Wojcik--flutes 

Daniel Phillips--oboe 

Gloria Phillips and Mary Grace Whittington--clarinets 

Trevor Wojcik—saxophone 

Alex Sierra and David Wojcik --trombones 

Gabe Sierra--tuba 

Mac Cahill--violin 

Payton Ahlemeyer--cello 

Nolan Blackenburg--piano 


