
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
October 3, 2021



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 

 
TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children’s Sunday School                                   

l       will  resume August 29, 2021. 

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 3, 2021 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN          

“Shepherd of Tender Youth”                      LSB #864 (v. 1,4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 So now, and till we die, 

Sound we Your praises high 

     And joyful sing: 

Infants and all the throng, 

Who to the Church belong, 

Unite to swell the song 

     To Christ, our king! 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Loving Lord Jesus, You reached out Your arms of blessing and said, “let the 

children come unto Me for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”  We 

ask You to bless each child, and may each one be kept safe and secure in 

Your arms of love. May they grow in grace and come to a mature 

understanding of the glorious gospel of grace; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                           Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

 

(Parents Are to Teach God’s Word to Their Children) 

 
4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these 

words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 

when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You shall 

bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 

eyes. 9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)                  arr. T.C. McKibben 

“Ceaseless Praise” 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for my king. 

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.  

Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Ceaseless praise, ceaseless praise, let me worship You all my days. 

Heart and hands to You I raise; Lord, I give You my ceaseless praise. 

Take my will, and make it Thine, it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my God, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be always, ever, only all for Thee. 

Ceaseless praise, ceaseless praise, let me worship You all my days. 

Heart and hands to You I raise; Lord, I give You my ceaseless praise. 

Lord, I give You my ceaseless praise. 

 

EPISTLE                                  Ephesians 5:1-10 

(Walk As Children of the Light) 
 

1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named 

among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk 

nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 
5For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or 

who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 

and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things 

the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not 

associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in 

the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 

and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                 Mark 10:13-16 

 

(Let the Children Come to Me) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
13And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the 

disciples rebuked them. 14But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to 

them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 

kingdom of God. 15Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God like a child shall not enter it.” 16And he took them in his arms and blessed 

them, laying his hands on them. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        

“Lord Jesus Christ, the Children’s Friend”                                        LW #470 (v. 1-4) 
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SERMON 

“Let the Children Come” 

Mark 10:13-16 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Take the Bread, Children, Take the Bread” (10:30 a.m.)                Adult Choir 
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“This Is My Father’s World”                     UMH #144 
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“Children of the Heavenly Father”             LSB #725 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as 

You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to 

life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name. 

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN   

“Christ Be My Leader”                                                             LSB #861 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


