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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 

 
TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,                                  

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms. 

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 12, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN          

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                          LSB #528 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 O Lord, open my lips, 

  And my mouth will declare Your praise. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 
 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, by Your Word You spoke creation into being. Tame our 

tongues and guide our words so that we would proclaim Your promises to 

the world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                    Isaiah 50:4-10 

 

(God Sustains and Vindicates His People) 
 

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may 

know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he 

awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not 

backward. 6I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull 

out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 7But the Lord GOD 

helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a 

flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 8He who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? 

Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them 

will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 10Who among you fears 

the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? Let him who walks in darkness and 

has no light trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)     L. Johnson/T. Fettke 
 

“Be Strong in the Lord” 
 

Be strong in the Lord, and be of good courage; 

 Your defender is He who is always the same. 

Mount up with wings as the eagle ascending; 

Vict’ry is sure when you call on His name. 

Be strong, be strong in the Lord; 

And be of good courage for He is your guide. 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord; 

And rejoice for the vict’ry is yours. 

 

Put on the armor the Lord has provided; 

Place your defense in His unfailing care. 

Trust Him for He will be with you in battle, 

Lighting your path to avoid ev’ry snare. 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord; 

And be of good courage for He is your guide. 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord; 

And rejoice for the vict’ry is yours. 

 

Be strong in the Lord and be of good courage;  

Your mighty commander will vanquish the foe. 

Fear not the battle, for the vict’ry is always His; 

He will protect you where ever you go. 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord;  

And be of good courage for He is your guide.  

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord; 

And rejoice for the vict’ry is yours.  

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord; 

And rejoice for the vict’ry is yours, be strong! 
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EPISTLE                                        James 3:1-12 
 

(The Tongue Is Small but Powerful) 
 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we 

who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble in many 

ways, and if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able 

also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that 

they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though 

they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small 

rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small 

member, yet it boasts of great things. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a 

world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the 

whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For 

every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has 

been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a 

restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with 

it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth 

come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does 

a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig 

tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt 

pond yield fresh water. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                   Mark 9:14-29 
 

(Jesus Heals a Demon Possessed Boy) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
14 When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and 

scribes arguing with them.  15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, 

were greatly amazed and ran up to [Jesus] and greeted him.  
16And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17And someone 

from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a 

spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, 

and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to 

cast it out, and they were not able.” 19And he answered them, “O faithless 

generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring 

him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, 

immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, 

foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been 

happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22And it has often cast him 

into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have 

compassion on us and help us.” 23And Jesus said to him, “If you can! All things are 

possible for one who believes.” 24Immediately the father of the child cried out 

and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came 

running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf 

spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26And after 

crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, 

so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the hand and 

lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had entered the house, his disciples 

asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he said to them, “This 

kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
CATECHISM            ~Eighth Commandment 

 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

  
What does this mean? 

 
We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our 

neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend 

him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        

“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”                                             LSB #811 (v. 1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012149. 

Public domain 
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SERMON 

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing!” 

James 3:1-12 

Pastor Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

      against us. 

            and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 
“God is One, All Places Here” (10:30 a.m.)        Choir 

 
“Take My Life and Let It Be”             LSB #783 

 

 

 
5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
 

Public domain 
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“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”             LSB #790 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 
 

Public domain 

 

 



15 

 

“Voices Raised to You We Offer”             LSB #795 

 

 

 

 

 
5 How can any praise we offer 

    Measure all the thanks we owe? 

Take our hearts and hands and voices— 

    Gifts of love we can bestow. 

        Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Triune God, to You we sing! 
 
© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012149. 

© 1996 Carolyn Jennings. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012149. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER        ~In Remembrance of 9/11  

 

Gracious God, You are the source of lasting security. We pray that our 

nation be spared from any act of terrorism and destruction in times to 

come. We remember those innocent victims of terrorism whose earthly 

lives ended on September 11th, 2001. Grant that their memories among us 

remain and their lives not be forgotten. We also remember the rescue 

workers who gave their lives that day seeking to assist the victims of the 

tragedy. Grant that their examples of bravery and sacrificial love for others 

inspire each of us, as we live out our lives in these times. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   

“God of Grace and God of Glory”                                   LSB #850 (v. 1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


