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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 

 
TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children’s Sunday School                                   

l      resumes August 29, 2021. 

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK-OFF 

August 29, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN                

“Father Most Holy”                                                          LSB #504 (v. 1-3) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP                             Luther’s Small Catechism 

  Introduction 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of the Father, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.     

And also with you.  

 
 Jesus said, when you pray, say: 

  “Our Father who art in heaven.” 

  
 What does this mean? 

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is 

our Father and that we are His true children, so that with all 

boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask 

their dear father. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Faithful God, whose mercies are new to us every morning, we humbly pray 

that You would look upon us in mercy and renew us by Your Holy Spirit. 

Keep safe our going out and our coming in, and let Your blessing remain 

with us throughout this day. Preserve us in Your righteousness, and grant 

us a portion in that eternal life which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                

“Children of the Heavenly Father”              LSB #725 
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FIRST READING                               1 John 3:1-7 
 

(The Privilege of Being Called a Child of the Father) 
 

1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will 

be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 

himself as he is pure. 
4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 

lawlessness. 5You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no 

sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning 

has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

SECOND READING                         Romans 8:14-17 
 

(We Are Children of the Father Through Adoption) 
 

14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not 

receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit 

of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears 

witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—

heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 

that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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HOLY GOSPEL                    John 8:31-39 

 

(We Are Children of the Father Not by Blood but by Faith) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eighth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, 

you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 

forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37I know that you 

are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place 

in you. 38I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have 

heard from your father.” 
39They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were 

Abraham’s children, you would be doing what Abraham did.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CREED        The First Article with Explanation 

 

Creation 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given 

me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and 

all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

  

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 

home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and 

daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

  

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from 

all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and 

mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty 

to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

 

This is most certainly true. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           

 “Father Welcomes”                                  LSB #605 
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SERMON              

“The Privilege of Addressing God as Father” 

1 John 3:1 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  

             against us; 

             and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Jesus Loves Me”                                                                                         LSB #588 
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“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”                     LSB #740 

 

 

 

 
 

 
~the Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)     

“God Loves Me Dearly”              LSB #392 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Luther's Morning Prayer 
  

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray 

that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all 

my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  T  Son,  

and the Holy Spirit bless and preserve you.      

Amen.   

 
~the service concludes on the following page~ 
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CLOSING HYMN        

 “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”                                                   LSB #923 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


