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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 

 
TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children’s Sunday School                                   

l       will  resume August 29, 2021. 

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 15, 2021 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”                                                   LSB #918 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

 Alleluia! Lord to whom shall we go? 

  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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KYRIE        

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                       “This is the Feast”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, because of Your tender love toward us 

sinners You have given us Your Son that, believing in Him, we might have 

everlasting life. Continue to grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may remain 

steadfast in this faith to the end and finally come to life everlasting; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                         Joshua 24:1-2a,14-18 
 

(Joshua Publicly Makes His Commitment to the Lord, Hoping Israel Will Follow) 
 

1Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, 

the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves 

before God. 2And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of 

Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of 

Abraham and of Nahor; and they served other gods.  
14“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put 

away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 

the LORD. 15And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom 

you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the 

River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 

house, we will serve the LORD.” 
16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD 

to serve other gods, 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers 

up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great 

signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the 

peoples through whom we passed. 18And the LORD drove out before us all the 

peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, 

for he is our God.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                                1 John 1:5-7 
 

(Walking in the Light) 
 

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while 

we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the 

light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                    John 6:51-69 
 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the sixth chapter.   
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(Many Followers Desert Jesus, but Peter and the Disciples Remain) 
51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, 

he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my 

flesh.” 
52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us 

his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat 

the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
54Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise 

him up on the last day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 
56Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57As 

the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on 

me, he also will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from 

heaven, not as the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live 

forever.” 59Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
600When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can 

listen to it?” 61But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling 

about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62Then what if you were to 

see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the Spirit who gives 

life; the flesh is of no avail. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 
64But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the 

beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would 

betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me 

unless it is granted him by the Father.” 
66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67So 

Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68Simon Peter 

answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 
69and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of 

God.”  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           

 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                        LSB #411 
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SERMON              “To Whom Shall We Go?” 

John 6:68 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 
NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  

             against us; 

             and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”                                                                 LSB #618 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                

          

~Distribution Hymns Continue on the Following Page~ 
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“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”            LSB #633 

 

 

 

 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 
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7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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CLOSING HYMN        

 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                     LSB #922 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


