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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org   

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com   205-422-4951 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers- pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

Current Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

*this weekend is the last Saturday service 

 

Sanctuary Worship 

 with individual family table communion 

no singing 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

 
 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class  

in the Fellowship Hall 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 August 1, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN            

“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”                                                        LSB #915 (v. 1,3,4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 
  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 
 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. 
 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY           ~Psalm 145 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
 

The LORD is faithful in all his words 

and kind in all his works. 
 

The LORD upholds all who are falling 

and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 

The eyes of all look to you, 

and you give them their food in due season. 
 

You open your hand; 

you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 

The LORD is righteous in all his ways 

and kind in all his works. 
 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

to all who call on him in truth. 
 

He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 

he also hears their cry and saves them. 
 

The LORD preserves all who love him, 

but all the wicked he will destroy. 
 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
 

    
 

Merciful Father, 

You gave Your Son Jesus as the heavenly bread of life. Grant us faith to 

feast on Him in Your Word and Sacraments that we may be nourished 

unto life everlasting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

   



7 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                      Exodus 16:2-15 
 

2And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses 

and Aaron in the wilderness, 3and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that 

we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 

meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this 

wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
4Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for 

you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may 

test them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 5On the sixth day, when they 

prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” 6So 

Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that 

it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning 

you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your grumbling against 

the LORD. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” 8And Moses said, 

“When the LORD gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread 

to the full, because the LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble against 

him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the LORD.” 
9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of 

Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10And as 

soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they 

looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the 

cloud. 11And the LORD said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling of the people 

of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall 

be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 
13In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew 

lay around the camp. 14And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of 

the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 15When the 

people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not 

know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has 

given you to eat.  
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 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                            Ephesians 4:1-16 

 

1I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with 

patience, bearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 

called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
7But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
8Therefore it says, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 

and he gave gifts to men.” 

9(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended 

into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the one who also 

ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11And he gave 

the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip 

the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until we 

all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 

mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so that 

we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about 

by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 
15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who 

is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together 

by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 

makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                    John 6:22-35 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

    

 
22On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that 

there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with 

his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23Other boats from 

Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had 

given thanks. 24So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, 

they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 
25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, 

when did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you 

are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 

loaves. 27Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to 

eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has 

set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of 

God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him 

whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we 

may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31Our fathers ate the 

manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
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eat.’” 32Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who 

gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from 

heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life 

to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not 

hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.  

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead.   

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY             

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                                                LSB #790 (v. 1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                       “Bread Anyone?” 

John 6:22-35 

Rev. Thomas Noon 
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OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 
AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“I Come, O Savior to Thy Table”                                          LSB #618 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012149. 

Public domain 
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“Your Table I Approach”                                                     LSB #628 

 

 

 
5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 

 
Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  (continued) 

 

 

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”            LSB #710 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Let us pray, 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit one God, now and forever. 

 Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 

 
 

 
~The service continues on the following page~ 
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CLOSING HYMN            

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”                                                   LSB #924 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 


