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BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers- pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

Current Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

*last Saturday service will be July 31st 

 

Sanctuary Worship 

 with individual family table communion 

no singing 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

 
 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class  

in the Fellowship Hall 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 25, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN           

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                                                              LSB #803 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 

  

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 

praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                                                                           ~Psalm 136 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Give thanks to the God of gods, 

for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

for his steadfast love endures forever; 

 

to him who alone does great wonders, 

for his steadfast love endures forever; 

 

to him who by understanding made the heavens, 

for his steadfast love endures forever; 

 

to him who spread out the earth above the waters, 

for his steadfast love endures forever; 

 

to him who made the great lights, 

for his steadfast love endures forever; 

 

the sun to rule over the day, 

for his steadfast love endures forever; 

 

the moon and stars to rule over the night, 

for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in You, 

strengthen our faith and give us courage to believe that in Your love You 

will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.      

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                   Genesis 9:8-17 

 

8 God said to Noah and to his sons with him,  
9“Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10and 

with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast 

of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the 

earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off 

by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 

earth.” 12And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me 

and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I 

have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 

and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 

clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every 

living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to 

destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on 

the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 

established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                                Ephesians 3:14-21 

 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth is named, 16that according to the riches of his glory he may 

grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 
17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 

what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 

God. 
20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 

according to the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                   Mark 6:45-56 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
45Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to 

the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  
46And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 
47And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the 

land. 48And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was 

against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking 

on the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49but when they saw him walking on the 

sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50for they all saw him and were 

terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not 

be afraid.” 51And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they 

were utterly astounded, 52for they did not understand about the loaves, but their 

hearts were hardened. 
53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to 

the shore. 54And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately 

recognized him 55and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick 

people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he came, in 

villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored 

him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as 

touched it were made well. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

   

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       

“God Moves in a Mysterious Way”                                           LSB #765 (v. 1-2,4-5) 

 

 

 

 
5 You fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

    The clouds you so much dread 

Are big with mercy and will break 

    In blessings on your head. 
 

Public domain 

 

 
SERMON                  “He Walks on Water” 

Mark 6:45-56 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 
AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 
“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”                     LSB #637 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”                                                LSB #849      

 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012149. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                                              LSB #702 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

~The service continues on the following page.~ 
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SENDING HYMN   

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                                                LSB #733 (v. 1-2,5-6) 

 

 

 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
 

Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 


