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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org   

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com   205-422-4951 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers- pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

Current Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship 

 with individual family table communion 

no singing 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

 
 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class  

in the Fellowship Hall 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 18, 2021 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN   

“Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun”                                LSB #868 (v. 1-2, 5-6) 

 

 

 

 
5 Direct, control, suggest this day 

All I design or do or say 

That all my pow’rs with all their might 

In Thy sole glory may unite. 

 

6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

  
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

   

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                     ~Psalm 23 

 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 

He restoreth my soul:  

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

 no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

 
 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE             

“Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs”             LSB #812 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pour out upon us, O Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right, that we, 

who cannot even exist without You, may have the strength to live 

according to Your will; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING             Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

1“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” 

declares the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning 

the shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have 

driven them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to 

you for your evil deeds, declares the LORD. 3Then I will gather the remnant of my 

flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back 

to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will set shepherds over 

them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, 

neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD. 
5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 

will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is 

our righteousness.’ 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE READING                    Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

11 Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 

uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 

hands—  
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12remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no 

hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 

far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our 

peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing 

wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that 

he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 

killing the hostility. 17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off 

and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access in one 

Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 

cornerstone, 21in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a 

holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a dwelling 

place for God by the Spirit. 
  

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                   Mark 6:30-44 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the sixth chapter.    

 
 

30The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 
31And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a 

while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 
32And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33Now many 

saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the 

towns and got there ahead of them. 34When he went ashore he saw a great 

crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35And when it grew late, his 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 
36Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy 

themselves something to eat.” 37But he answered them, “You give them 

something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred 

denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38And he said to them, “How 

many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, 

“Five, and two fish.” 39Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the 

green grass. 40So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41And 

taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a 

blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the 

people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42And they all ate and were 

satisfied. 43And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 
44And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

   

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”                                        LSB #524 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 
SERMON           “Compassion—It’s a Jesus Word” 

Mark 6:30-44 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 
 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  
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LORD’S PRAYER       
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                                                       LSB #528 

 

 

 

 
6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

    For ev’ry soul of man. 

 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

    The Church in earth and heav’n. 
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“How Firm a Foundation”                                                                            LSB #728 

 

 

 

 

 
5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Seek Ye First”                                                                                             LSB #712 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

~The service continues on the following page~ 
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CLOSING HYMN          

“O Jesus, King Most Wonderful”                                               LSB #554 (v. 1,4-5) 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 
 

 


