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astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

Current Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship 

 with individual family table communion 

no singing 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

 
 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class  

in the Fellowship Hall 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

June 13, 2021 
 

 

OPENING HYMN           

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”                                                   LSB #816 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 

  

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 

praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                                                                               ~Psalm 1 

Blessed is the man 

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers. 

 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

He is like a tree 

planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, 

and its leaf does not wither. 

 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

 

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

God, our maker and redeemer, You have made us a new company of 

priests to bear witness to the Gospel. Enable us to be faithful to our calling 

to make known Your promises to all the world; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.     

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                Ezekiel 17:22-24 

 

22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the 

cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a 

tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the 

mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce 

fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the 

shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field 

shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low 

tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have 

spoken, and I will do it.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                             2 Corinthians 5:1-10 
 

1For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a 

building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in 

this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting 

it on we may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, 

being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further 

clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has 

prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the 

body we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are 

of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with 

the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 
10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 

may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                   Mark 4:26-34 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
26And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the 

ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he 

knows not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then 

the full grain in the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, 

because the harvest has come.” 
30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

shall we use for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the 

ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up 

and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so 

that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 

it. 34He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples 

he explained everything. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

      

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       

“Almighty God, Your Word is Cast”                                                            LSB #577 

 

 

 

 
SERMON 

“You’ll Be Surprised?” 

Rev. Thomas R. Noon 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 
“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”                                          LSB #618  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“For the Fruits of His Creation”                                                              LSB #894 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 
+   A WORD FROM THE SHIRKS   + 
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SENDING HYMN   

“On What Has Now Been Sown”                                                                 LSB #921 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  


