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201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 
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PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org   

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com   205-422-4951 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Paula Shivers- pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

Current Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship 

 with communion 

no singing 

 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

 
 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class  

in the Fellowship Hall 

Children & Youth Sunday School 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Pentecost Sunday 
May 23, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN        

“Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest”                                               LSB #498 (v. 1-3,5) 
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INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He 

gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

   Amen. 



3 

 

HYMN 

“Spirit of the Living God”            LUYH #36 

 

 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me! 

 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me! 

 Melt me! Mold me! Fill me! Use Me! 

 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God on this day You once taught the hearts of the faithful people by 

sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same 

Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in 

Your promises; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON              Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

(The Valley of Dry Bones) 

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he 

led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of 

the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 

LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
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live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 7So I prophesied as I was 

commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and 

the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there 

were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 

them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may 

live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 

and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.11Then he said 

to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore 

prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your 

graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the 

land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, 

and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within 

you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know 

that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
‘ 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                         Acts 2:1–21 
 

(Day of Pentecost) 
1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. 
5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 

under heaven. 6And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 
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bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7And 

they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 
9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and proselytes, 

Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty 

works of God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

“What does this mean?” 13But others mocking said, “They are filled with new 

wine.” 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give 

ear to my words. 15For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only 

the third hour of the day. 16But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
17“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams; 
18even on my male servants and female servants 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
19And I will show wonders in the heavens above 

and signs on the earth below, 

blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
20the sun shall be turned to darkness 

and the moon to blood, 

before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 
21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 

shall be saved.’” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL PREPARATION SONG 

“Open Our Eyes”             LUYH #56 

 Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus,  

To reach out and touch him and say that we love him. 

Open our ears, Lord, help us to listen. 

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL          John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters. 
 

Glory to You, O Lord.  

  

(The Work of the Holy Spirit) 
 

26“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 

of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27And you 

also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. 
4But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may 

remember that I told them to you. 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
5But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are 

you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 

heart. 7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for 

if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to 

you. 8And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment: 9concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 
10concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no 

longer; 11concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When 

the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak 
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on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to 

you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine 

and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will 

take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

                           Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH       Luther’s Explanation to the Third Article of the Creed 
 

 

 

What does it mean that I believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 

 

 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has 

called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the 

whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ 

in the one true faith. 

 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. 

 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 

eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.                        

 

This is most certainly true. 



8 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   

 “Holy Spirit, Light Divine”                                                                           LSB #496 

 

 

 
SERMON                              “New Life for Dry Bones”  

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 
+  INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS  + 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER         

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Holy Spirit, Come” (10:30 service only)         Adult Choir 
 

In the silence, we are list’ning. Holy Spirit, come. 

In the stillness, we are waiting, Holy Spirit, come. 

Come with peace to make us whole, perfect healing for the soul.  

We will give You fill control. Holy Spirit, come. 

 

In the shadows, we are seeking. Holy Spirit, come.  

In the myst’ry, we are reaching. Holy Spirit, come. 

Come and lead us out of night, from the darkness into light.  

Give Your glory burning bright. Holy Spirit, come. 
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Come, Holy Spirit, come with grace and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Singing softly as a dove, bring Your music from above. Holy Spirit, come.  

In this moment, we are praying. Holy Spirit, come. 

In our worship, we are saying, “Holy Spirit, come.” 

 

Come and fill us with Your grace,  

Make in us Your dwelling place.  

Lord, we long for Your embrace.  

Holy Spirit, come. Come, Holy Spirit, come! 

 
“Praise the Spirit”                      Text: Michael Hewlitt/Tune: Regent Square 
  

1.  Praise the Spirit who enlightens, breath of God, now enter in: 

Spirit, moving on the waters, quick’ning worlds to life within. 

Source of breath to all things living, life in Whom all lives begin. 

 

2.  Come, O come, O quick’ning Spirit, God before the dawn of time! 

Fire our hearts with holy ardor, Blessed Comforter sublime! 

Let Your radiance fill our darkness, Turning our lives into light. 

 

3.  Pray we then, O Lord the Spirit, on our lives descend in might,  

Let Your flame break out within us, fire our hears and clear our sight 

Til, white hot in Your possession, we, too, set the world alight. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Holy Spirit, Hear Us”       TLH #229 
 

1.  Holy Spirit, hear us on this sacred day:   

Come to us with blessing, Come with us to stay. 

 

2.  Come as once Thou camest to the faithful few 

Patiently awaiting Jesus’ promise true. 

 

3.  Up to heav’n ascending, our dear Lord has gone; 

Yet His little children leaves He not alone. 

 

4.  To His blessed promise now in faith we cling. 

Comforter most holy, spread o’er us Thy wing. 

 

5.  Lighten Thou our darkness, be Thyself our Light; 

Strengthen Thou our weakness, Spirit of all might. 

 

6.  Spirit of Adoption, make us overflow 

With Thy sevenfold blessing and in grace to grow. 

 

7.  Into Christ baptized, grant that we may be  

Day and night, dear Spirit, perfected by Thee. 
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“Take My Life and Let It Be”                                                                        LSB #783 

 

 

 
5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
+   RECOGNITION OF OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS  + 

10:30 a.m. service 

Payton Ahlemeyer 

Jake Kuehnert 

Emma Lembke 

Andrew Simoneaux 

Ethan Strand 

 

CLOSING HYMN                  

 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                             LSB #805 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


