THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216
Church office: 205-823-1883
PreSchool/MDO: 205-791-5200
Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org
Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org
PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 205-422-4951
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com
DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org
BOOK KEEPER: Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org
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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. If you do not have a church
home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak
with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that
God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.
COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us in Communion.

Current Worship Schedule:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.

Sanctuary Worship
with communion
no singing

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship
with individual family table communion

Sunday, 9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary
Children & Youth Sunday School

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
May 9, 2021

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

LSB #525 (v. 1,4,5)

~the hymn continues on the following page~
1

5

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n,
Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is king of all.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
2

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized
shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.
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PSALMODY

~Psalm 98

Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD!
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who dwell in it!
Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD,
for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.
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GLORIA PATRI

KYRIE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.

Let us pray.
O Lord, Father of all compassion and God of all comfort, You always go before
us and follow after us. Grant that we may rejoice in Your gracious presence,
trust in You without fear, and continually be given to all good works; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING

Acts 10:34-38

34

So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news
of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what
happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that
John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with him.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE

1 John 5:1-8

1

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we
know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.
And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born
of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6
This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but
by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the
Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and
the blood; and these three agree.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL

John 15:9-17

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.

9

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
12
[Jesus said:] “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you.
13
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his
friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call
you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to
you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you
ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you,
so that you will love one another.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

CATECHISM

The Fourth Commandment

Honor your father and your mother.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our
parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them,
love and cherish them.
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HYMN OF THE DAY
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

LSB #700 (v. 1,3-4)
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SERMON

“He Went about Doing Good”
Acts 10:34-38
Pastor Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus

OFFERTORY
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
SANCTUS
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PEACE OF THE LORD
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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DISTRIBUTION
~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper
social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

LSB #770
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“Children of the Heavenly Father”

LSB #725

“Praise and Thanksgiving”

LSB #789
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

LSB #643
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EASTER DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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