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PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN               

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”                                        LSB #475 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

 Alleluia! Christ is Risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY              Psalm 150 
 

Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; 

praise him in his mighty heavens! 

 

Praise him for his mighty deeds; 

praise him according to his excellent  greatness! 

 

Praise him with trumpet sound; 

praise him with lute and harp! 

 

Praise him with tambourine and dance; 

praise him with strings and pipe! 

 

Praise him with sounding cymbals; 

praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

 

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE           “This is the Feast”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 Let us pray. 

Risen Lord, You are the Vine and we are the branches. Apart from You 

there is no life.  By baptism You have grafted us into Your gracious life. 

Cause Your Word to abide in us and make us fruitful to the glory of Your 

Father, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.           
  

 

 
FIRST READING                      Acts 8:26-40 
 

(Philip and the Ethiopian) 
 

26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he 

rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, 

queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was 

reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 

chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and 

asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, 

unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 
32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he 

was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens 

not his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 

generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34And the eunuch said to 

Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 

Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along 

the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! 
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What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to 

stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 

baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he 

preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                     1 John 4:1-11  
 

(Test the Spirits) 
 

1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 

from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you 

know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 

the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 

God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in 

the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, 

for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the 

world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We 

are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does 

not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 

been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know 

God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 

that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In 

this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                       John 15:1-8 
    

(The Vinedresser) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.   

    
 

1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  2Every branch 

of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear 

fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the 

word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 

in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 

he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone 

does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and 

my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By 

this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 

disciples.  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        
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APOSTLES’ CREED       

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     

 “O Blessed Spring”                                                                                     LSB #595 
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SERMON             “The Truth of Who We Are” 

Rev. Dr. Piotr Malysz 
Associate Professor of Divinity, Beeson Divinity School 

Assistant Pastor, St. Paul Lutheran Church 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                               LSB #680 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

“Beautiful Savior”                                  LSB #537  

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 

 
CLOSING HYMN                

“Abide, O Dearest Jesus”                                                                LSB #919 (v. 1-4)  

 

 

 
EASTER DISMISSAL 

 Alleluia! Christ is Risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE 
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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org   

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com   205-422-4951 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

Current Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship 

 with communion 

no singing 

 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

 
 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary 

Children & Youth Sunday School 
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