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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

Current Worship Schedule: 

 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship 

 with communion 

no singing 

 

 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

 

 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary 

Children & Youth Sunday School 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sunday Services 

April 18, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN         

“The Day of Resurrection”                                                           LSB #478 (v. 1,3,4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 Alleluia! Christ is Risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 
 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

 Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

Father in heaven, on this day your Son appeared to the disciples and 

proclaimed the forgiveness of sins. We thank you for the work of Your 

Spirit to soften our hard hearts and to bring us to humble repentance even 

in the stubbornness of our sin. Grant us a teachable spirit through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

Amen.     

 
FIRST READING                      Acts 3:11-21 

(After Peter Heals a Lame Man) 
 

11While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the 

portico called Solomon’s, astounded. 12And when Peter saw it he addressed the 

people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 

though by our own power or piety we have made him walk?  
13“The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 

fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the 

presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14But you denied the 

Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and 

you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 

witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong 

whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man 

this perfect health in the presence of you all. 
17“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 
18But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would 

suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be 



5 

 

blotted out, 20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 

and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom heaven must 

receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the 

mouth of his holy prophets long ago.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                     1 John 3:1-7 

(See What Love the Father Has Given Us) 
 

1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will 

be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 

himself as he is pure. 
4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 

lawlessness. 5You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no 

sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning 

has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

   Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   
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HOLY GOSPEL                   Luke 24:36-49 

(Jesus Appears to the Disciples) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.  

   Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and 

said to them, “Peace to you!” 37But they were startled and frightened and thought 

they saw a spirit. 38And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch 

me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 
40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41And while 

they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you 

anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it 

and ate before them. 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 

you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened 

their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, 

that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And 

behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 

you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ.   
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           

“He Is Arisen! Glorious Word”             LSB #488 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                             “When God Says, Enough!” 

Reverend Doctor Piotr Malsyz 

Associate Professor of Divinity, Beeson Divinity School 

Assistant Pastor, St. Paul Lutheran Church 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

             against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.   
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“What Wondrous Love Is This”             LSB #543  
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“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia”            LSB #463 

 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER    

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN         

“He’s Risen, He’s Risen”                                                 LSB #480 (v. 1,4,5)  

 

 

 

 

 
EASTER DISMISSAL 

 Alleluia! Christ is Risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE 

      


