
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 
Holy Week Schedule: 

Thursday, April 1
st
 

7:00 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday Worship 

with First Communion  

Friday, April 2
nd

 

Noon & 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday Worship Services 

Saturday, April 3
rd

 

4:00 p.m. 

Easter Worship Service 

with seated communion 

no singing 

Sunday, April 4
th

 

6:30, 8:30, & 10:30 a.m. 

Easter Worship Services with  

continuous line communion 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

EASTER SUNDAY 

April 4, 2021 

 
PRELUDE                 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”                                        arr. S. D. Wolff 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       1 Corinthians 15  
 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

 O death, where is your victory?        

  Death is swallowed up in victory.  

 

 O death, where is your sting? 

  Death is swallowed up in victory.  

 

 The sting of death is sin, the power of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 Let us shout Alleluia! For we are an Easter people!    

  And Alleluia is our song! 

 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN   

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                                               LSB #457 (v. 1,2,4) 
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CONFESSION OF SIN AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 

In the darkness of Good Friday we were reminded of the darkness of our 

sins.  

O Lord, we have sinned against You by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone.  We have not loved with our 

hearts, souls, and minds. We have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. It is we who nailed You to the cross. It is we who 

placed You in the grave. O Lord, our precious Savior, forgive us 

and bring Your Easter light to the darkness of sinful hearts.   

 

The apostle Paul wrote: “He was delivered to death for our sins and raised 

to life for our justification.” Jesus died on the cross and we are forgiven. 

Jesus rose from the dead on the third day so that we might rise on the last 

day and have eternal life.  

Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE        “This Is the Feast”                               LSB #155 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray: 
 

Almighty God the Father, through Your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

You have  overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. 

Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, 

may be raised from death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever 

Amen.  

 
FIRST READING                       1 Corinthians 15:35-44 
 

(The Resurrection Body) 
 

35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do 

they come?” 36You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it 

dies. 37And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps 

of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and 

to each kind of seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one 

kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 
40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is 

of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41There is one glory of the 

sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs 

from star in glory.42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 

perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in 

glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44It is sown a natural body; it is 

raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  



 

6 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM                                                                     R.E. Schram 
 

“Our Lord is Risen” 
 

Stand up and praise Him! Our Lord is risen from the grave! 

Stand up and praise Him! Our Lord is risen from the grave! 

Stand up and praise Him! Our Lord is risen from the grave! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! He is risen from the grave! 

 

Stand up and praise Him! Our Lord is risen from the grave! 

Stand up and praise Him! Our Lord is risen from the grave! 

Stand up and praise Him! Our Lord is risen from the grave! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! He is risen from the grave! 

 

Jesus died so that we can live. He gave His life,  

Oh, what more could He give? 

Then He rose again, see the stone is rolled away. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! He is risen from the grave! 

 

Stand up and praise Him! Our Lord is risen from the grave! 

Stand up and praise Him! Our Lord is risen from the grave! 

Stand up and praise Him! Our Lord is risen from the grave! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! He is risen from the grave! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! He is risen from the grave!  

He is risen from the grave! 
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SECOND READING             1 Corinthians 15:51-55 

(We Will All Be Changed on the Last Day) 
51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For 

this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must 

put on immortality. 54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 

mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:  

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55“O death, where is your victory? O death, 

where is your sting?” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL HYMN        

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”                                                      LSB #463 (v. 1-2) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                   Mark 16:1-8 
 

(The Resurrection) 
 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the sixteenth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
 

1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 

and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very 

early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 

tomb. 3And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for 

us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4And looking up, they saw that the stone 

had been rolled back—it was very large. 5And entering the tomb, they saw a 

young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were 

alarmed. 6And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid 

him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. 

There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8And they went out and fled from 

the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said 

nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.       

  Praise to You, O Christ.  
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GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL HYMN      

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”                                                         LSB #463 (v. 4) 

 

 

 

 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED              

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     

 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                             LSB #465 (v. 1,4)  
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SERMON                                

“He Is Never Where He Is Supposed to Be—or Is He?” 

Mark 16:1-8 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  Hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER        

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE MEAL  

We give thanks to You, Heavenly Father, for the glorious resurrection of 

Your Son, who was offered for us and has taken away the sins of the world. 

By His death, He has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again, He 

has restored us to everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 



 

12 

 

HYMN OF PREPARATION        

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”                                               LSB #633 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.   

 
-Announcement for Communion Distribution- 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 “Thine Is the Glory” (8:30 & 10:30)    Handbell Choir  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

“This Joyful Eastertide”                                 LSB #482 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”                               LSB #475 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Merciful Father, in this Sacrament, we have tasted and seen that You are 

good! The blessings of the first Easter Day have been given to us again on 

this Easter Day! Help us to go out from this worship service and share the 

hope You have placed within us with the people You have placed around 

us. We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless us and keep us.       

 The LORD make His face shine on us and be gracious to us.    

 The LORD look upon us with favor and T give us peace.    

  Amen. 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN     

 “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”                                                LSB #461 (v. 1,2,8)  

 

 

 

 
 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
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EASTER DISMISSAL 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE   

“O Sons and Daughters of the King”                                                  arr. S. D. Wolff 
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THANK YOU 

 

to our instrumentalists: 

Amy Summersett—Trumpet 

Kevin Kierspe—Trumpet 

Mark Foster—Trombone 

Luke Foster—Trombone 

Ruth Johnson—organ & choir director 

 

to our handbell choir: 

Wendy Pickard 

Todd Pickard 

Mary Grace Whittington 

Wilson Whittington  

Keith Johnson 

Melissa Phillips 

JoAnn Kneynsberg 

Debbie Riha 

Mary Lembke 

 

to our adult choir: 

Janelle Sierra 

Laura Patterson 

Debbie Riha 

Alma Gaertner 

Jim Patterson 

Keith Johnson 


