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astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule for Lent: 

Wednesday, noon & 6:45 p.m. MidWeek Lent Worship  

Saturday, 4:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with seated communion 

(no singing) 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary 

Children & Youth Sunday School 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 7, 2021 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN           

 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                                                LSB #901 (v. 1,2,5) 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; 

    Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee 

    While Thou dost Thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; 

Here is balm for all our woes. 



3 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

 How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord! 

  O Lord, my soul longs for your courts. 

 

 For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.  

For I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord, we love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare our hearts that we 

may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through 

Jesus Christ, our God and Lord.  

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING       1 Kings 6:1,7,11-14 

 

(Solomon Builds the Temple) 

 

1In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the 

land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of 

Ziv, which is the second month, he began to build the house of the LORD.  
7When the house was built, it was with stone prepared at the quarry, so that 

neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the house while it was 

being built. 
11Now the word of the LORD came to Solomon, 12“Concerning this house that you 

are building, if you will walk in my statutes and obey my rules and keep all my 

commandments and walk in them, then I will establish my word with you, which I 

spoke to David your father. 13And I will dwell among the children of Israel and will 

not forsake my people Israel.” 
14So Solomon built the house and finished it.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE READING                            Hebrews 8:1-6 

 
 

 (Earthly Temple a Shadow of True Temple in Jesus) 

 
 

1Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who 

is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2a minister in 

the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3For every high 

priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest 

also to have something to offer. 4Now if he were on earth, he would not be a 

priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5They 

serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to 

erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything 

according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.” 6But as it is, 

Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the 

covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE                    

“God Himself Is Present”                                                                 LSB #907 (v. 1-2) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                    John 2:13-22 
 

(Jesus Clears the Temple) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the second chapter.  

   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 

temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the 

money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of cords, he drove them all 

out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 

money-changers and overturned their tables. 16And he told those who sold the 

pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of 

trade.” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.” 
18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 

you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking about the temple of his 

body. 22When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 

that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CATECHISM          The Ten Commandments: The Third Commandment 

 

Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy. 
  

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not despise 

preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and 

learn it. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY    

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”                                              LSB #909 (1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON           “What’s All the Commotion?” 

John 2:13-22 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“How Great the Love”          Choir (10:30 a.m.)  
 

How great the love that held Him there upon a cruel, lonely tree. 

How great the gift! How great the love—that He would die for even me. 

How great the pain He had to bear, the bitter cup, the agony. 

How great the pain, How great the love—that He would die for even me. 

How great the debt of love I owe for sins forgiven, soul set free. 

How great the debt of love I owe for now and all eternity. 

How great the love that held Him there! How great the cost of victory! 

How great the gift! How great the love—that He would die 

Would gladly die for even me. 

 
“O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”             LSB #632 
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 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”                                              LSB #637 

 

 

 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   

 
SENDING HYMN                        

“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”                                        LSB #707 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


