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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule for Lent: 

Wednesday, noon & 6:45 p.m. MidWeek Lent Worship  

Saturday, 4:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with seated communion 

(no singing) 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary 

Children & Youth Sunday School 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

PLACES OF THE PASSION 

Lent MidWeek 1:  Bethany 

February 24, 2021 

Noon & 6:45 p.m. 

 
Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman  

came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment.       ~Matthew 26:6-7 

 
THEME HYMN 

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”              LSB #685 (v. 1) 
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INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Amen.  

 

Let us ever walk with Jesus. 

To see the depths of his love. 

 

To behold the gift of his forgiveness. 

To gaze upon the heights of his grace. 

 

To marvel at the magnitude of his mercy. 

We walk with Jesus to Bethany.   

 

And into the house of Simon the leper. 

Mary prepares Christ for his burial by anointing him with 

perfume. 

 

Faithful Lord, with me abide.  

I shall follow where you guide! 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Our Gospel reading states that, “Mary came up to Jesus with an alabaster 

flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he 

reclined at table.” Forgive us, kind Father— 

For too often, our giving is nothing like this. 
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Our sinful nature prefers receiving before giving. We are consumed with 

consuming. 

Driven by selfish desires. 

 

Passionate about more possessions. 

We are too much like the disciples.  

 

And too little like Mary. 

Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 

 
(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, 

 Christ’s love is greater.) 

 
Hear the good news! Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffering, torment 

and death—for you. Jesus was determined to go to Gethsemane, Gabbatha 

and Golgotha—for you. That’s why Jesus forgives you completely and 

loves you eternally. Faithful Lord, with me abide! 

I shall follow where you guide. Amen! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You for Mary, the sister of Martha 

and Lazarus, for through her generosity we catch a catch a glimpse of Your 

joyful and generous kingdom.  By Your Spirit's power enable us to live and 

give like her; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  
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GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE 

“Take My Life and Let It Be”        LSB #783 (v. 1-2,6) 

 

 

 
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 
PASSION READING                     Matthew 26:6-13 

 
6Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7a woman 

came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she 

poured it on his head as he reclined at table. 8And when the disciples saw it, they 

were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9For this could have been sold for a 

large sum and given to the poor.” 10But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why 

do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. 11For you 

always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12In pouring this 

ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 13Truly, I say to 

you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done 

will also be told in memory of her.” 
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~Children are dismissed for Children’s Church during the 6:45 service at this time~ 

 
SERMON HYMN 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”              LSB #425 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 
SERMON 

“Places of the Passion:  Bethany” 

Matthew 26:6-13 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 
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SERMON HYMN 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”              LSB #425 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 
PRAYERS 

Onward in Christ’s footsteps treading, pilgrims here, our home above. Full 

of faith and hope and love. Let us do the Father’s bidding. And so we pray. 

Gracious God, give us generous hearts. 

To give without counting the cost. 

 
To share without expecting anything in return. 

To hold all of our treasures with open hands. 
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To have Gospel priorities and align our life, our love and our time in their 

light. 

To know the freedom that comes with generosity. 

 
To give like the Israelites who continued to bring freewill offerings morning 

after morning.  

To give like the Macedonians who urgently pleaded for the 

privilege of sharing.   

 
To give like Mary, joyfully, exceedingly and lavishly.  

To give like Jesus, lovingly, faithfully and abundantly.  

 
Father, we recall the words of our Savior, “I tell you the truth, wherever this 

gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be 

told, in memory of her.” And so we pray, 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour. 

 
At your feet its treasure store. 

Take myself and I will be. 

 
Ever, only, all for thee. 

Jesus, let me faithful be, life eternal grant to me. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son T and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you.  

Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN 

“Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow”          LSB #880 (v. 1,5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 My loved ones, rest securely, 

For God this night will surely 

    From peril guard your heads. 

Sweet slumbers may He send you 

And bid His hosts attend you 

    And through the night watch o’er your beds. 

 
DISMISSAL 

 

 


