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astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule for Lent: 

Wednesday, noon & 6:45 p.m. MidWeek Lent Worship  

Saturday, 4:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with seated communion 

(no singing) 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary 

Children & Youth Sunday School 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 21, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYM           

 “The Lamb”                                                                                   LSB #547 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 

   have mercy. 

 

 Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 

   have mercy. 

 

 Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 

   grant us Your peace. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord, God of Abraham, by the death and resurrection of Your only Son 

You have shown the world that the way of self-sacrifice is the way of life. 

Give us such a strong faith in Your providence that we will not shrink from 

any sacrifice You ask of us, but rejoice to offer our lives to Him who gave 

His life for us, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING             Genesis 22:1-18 
 

(Abraham Tested) 
 

1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 

to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 

mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, 

saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. 

And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of 

which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw 

the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 

donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 

And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them 

together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here 

am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for 

a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a 

burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the 

altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on 

the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 

knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven 

and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay 
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your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, 

seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham 

lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a 

thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a 

burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, 

“The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall 

be provided.” 
15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and 

said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and 

have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will 

surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on 

the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in 

your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 

obeyed my voice.”    

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE READING                            James 1:12-18 
 

 (Tests and Temptation) 
 

12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 

test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love 

him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 

cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is 

tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it 

has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no 

variation or shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by the 

word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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LENTEN VERSE                    

“My Song Is Love Unknown”                                                           LSB #430 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL               Matthew 4:1-11 
 

(The Temptation of Jesus) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the fourth chapter.  

   Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil. 2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3And the 

tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones 

to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 
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“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the 

temple 6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 

written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I will give 

you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, 

Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 

and him only shall you serve.’” 
11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CATECHISM        Lord’s Prayer: The Sixth Petition 

 

And lead us not into temptation. 
  

 

What does this mean? 

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would 

guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful 

nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, 

and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by 

these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and 

win the victory. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    

“Lamb of God”                                                                                            LSB #550  

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                      “Time of Testing” 

Genesis 22:1-18 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Choir (10:30 a.m.)        

 

“God’s Peace” 

arr. C.J. Adams 

 

Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s peace; 

From our vain ambition’s worry, come to Christ and find release. 

Come away from noise and clamor, life’s demands and frenzied pace; 

Come to join the people gathered here to seek and find God’s grace,  

God’s grace. 

 

In the pastures of God’s goodness we lie down to rest our soul. 

From the waters of God’s mercy we drink deeply, are made whole. 

At the table of God’s presence all the saints are richly fed. 

With the oil of God’s anointing into service we are led, 

We are led. 

 

Come, then, children, with your burdens, life’s confusions, fears, and pain. 

Leave them at the cross of Jesus, take instead His kingdom’s reign. 

Bring your thirsts, for He will quench them, He alone will satisfy. 

All our longings find attainment when to self we gladly die. 

 

Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s peace. 
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“Just as I Am, without One Plea”                                                                 LSB #570 

 

 

 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.       

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

  Amen.   
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SENDING HYMN                        

“The Lamb”                                                                                LSB #547 (v. 1,4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

 


