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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. If you do not have a church
home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak
with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that
God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.
COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us in Communion.

Current Worship Schedule:
Saturday, 4:00 p.m.

Sanctuary Worship
with seated communion
(no singing)

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship
with individual family table communion

Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary
Children & Youth Sunday School

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY
January 31, 2021
PRELUDE
OPENING HYMN
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
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LSB #790 (v. 1,3,5)

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!
1

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily
and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be
in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
2

PSALM

select verses from Psalm 139

For you formed my inward parts;
you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it very well.
My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
in your book were written, every one of them,
the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there were none of them.

KYRIE
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy Spirit, be our strength and transform our minds to the likeness of
Christ. Assist us by Your Word and Sacrament to resist conforming to the
mindset of our present age. Make a way for us to increase our empathy,
compassion, and love for our neighbors, no matter their season and
station in life or their age, race, ability, dependency, background, or need.
We pray we would be people whose hearts echo Your own heart for Your
people; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

Genesis 1:26-31

(Created in the Image of God)
26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.”
27
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
28
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And
God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face
of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.
30
And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that
he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

Romans 12:1-2

(Christians Are Transformed and Do Not Conform to This World)
1

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
5

worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 18:15-17
(Let the Children Come to Me)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
15

Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And
when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16But Jesus called them to him,
saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such
belongs the kingdom of God. 17Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY
“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”
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LSB #811 (v. 1,4,5)

Creator, humbly I implore You
To listen to my earthly song
Until that day when I adore You,
Together with the angel throng
And learn with choirs of heav’n to sing
Eternal anthems to my King.

SERMON
“Transformed Not Conformed”
Psalm 139:14
Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

SANCTUS
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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DISTRIBUTION

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper
social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

LSB #802
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BENEDICTION
The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN
“Lord of All Hopefulness”

LSB #738 (v. 1,3,4)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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