
 
 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Sunday Services 

January 24, 2021



 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

 

 

Current Worship Schedule: 

Saturday, 4:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship 

 with seated communion 

(no singing) 

 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary 

Children & Youth Sunday School 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

January 24, 2021 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN              

“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”                                               LSB #856 (v. 1,3,4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
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INTROIT                                                --selected verses from Psalm 96 

 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 

sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

 

Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

tell of his salvation from day to day. 

 

Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

 

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

he is to be feared above all gods. 

 

Splendor and majesty are before him; 

strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

 
KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O Lord our God, your Word summons us to discipleship. Give us grace to 

relinquish control of our lives, so that we may serve you only, faithfully 

fulfilling our part in your plan for the world; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 Amen.     
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                Jonah 3:1-5,10 
 

(Jonah Called to Ninevah) 
 

1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So 

Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now 

Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah 

began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty 

days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed 

God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the 

least of them. 
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God 

relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do 

it. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                              I Peter 2:21-25 
 

(Called to Follow in the Steps of Jesus) 
 

21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 

you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, 

neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in 

return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 

him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 

might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                               Mark 1:14-20 
 

(Jesus Calls the First Disciples) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 

God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

repent and believe in the gospel.” 
16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 

Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to 

them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18And 

immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, 

he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat 

mending the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and they left their father 

Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                  

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                                                          LSB #685 (v. 1,2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                                  “Follow You Where?” 

Mark 1:17 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”           LSB #685 (v. 3,4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 

~An usher will direct you to the front of the church. Please keep proper  

social distancing as we invite you to stand at the communion rail.~ 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Choir (10:30) 

“Whom Shall I Fear?”                                                                                     C. Berry 

 

The Lord is my light, and my salvation! Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life! Of whom shall I be afraid? 

I’m never alone. My God is always with me.  

The Lord is my light and my salvation! Whom then shall I fear? 

 

The Lord is my light, and my salvation! Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life! Of whom shall I be afraid? 

I’m never alone. My God is always with me.  

The Lord is my light and my salvation! Whom then shall I fear? 

 

God is faithful. God is true. God will always guide me.  

He will give me courage as I trust in Him. 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life! Of whom shall I be afraid? 

I’m never alone. My God is always with me. 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation! Whom shall I fear? 

Whom then shall I fear? 
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“Draw Us to Thee”                                            LSB #701 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen.  
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BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  

 
CLOSING HYMN  

“Lord Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”                                        LSB #857 (v. 1,3,5) 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


