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astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

 

 

Current Worship Schedule: 

Saturday, 4:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship 

 with seated communion 

(no singing) 

 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary 

Children & Youth Sunday School 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
 January 17, 2021 

 

OPENING HYMN         

 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”                                          LSB #851 (v. 1,2,4) 
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INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP             select verses from 1 Corinthians 6 & 10 

You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. 

So glorify God in your body. 

 

Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit? 

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 

 

“All things are lawful,“ but not all things are helpful. 

“All things are lawful,” but not all things build up. 

  

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 

  Do all for the glory of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
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Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 

 

INTROIT                                       Psalm 1 
1Blessèd is the man 

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
 

2but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 
 

3He is like a tree 

planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, 

and its leaf does not wither. 

In all that he does, he prospers. 
 

6for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Gracious God, You sent Your Son, the Word made flesh, to call us to 

Yourself. Help us to hear Your call and to follow where You lead through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                              1 Samuel 3:1-10 
 

(The Lord Calls Samuel) 
 

1Now the young man Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. And the word 

of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 

was lying down in his own place. 3The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 
4Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he 

went and lay down. 
6And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 

again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had 

not yet been revealed to him. 
8And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli 

and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was 

calling the young man. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls 

you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay 

down in his place. 
10And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.”  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                     1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 

(Use Christian Freedom to Glorify God) 
 

12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful 

for me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach 

and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The 
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body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 

body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 15Do you 

not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members 

of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Or do you not know 

that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is 

written, “The two will become one flesh.” 17But he who is joined to the Lord 

becomes one spirit with him. 18Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a 

person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against 

his own body. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 

within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20for you were 

bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                    John 1:43-51 

 

(Jesus Calls Philip and Nathaniel) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

    

 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in 
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the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said 

to him, “Come and see.” 47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of 

him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael said to 

him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, 

when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, 

you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered him, 

“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 

greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 

see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son 

of Man.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

 “Take My Life and Let It Be”                                                        LSB #783 (v. 1-3,5) 

 

 

 
5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 

 
SERMON                “The Disciple’s Freedom” 

1 Corinthians 10:23 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~please be seated~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”                                                    LSB #618 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the 

life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your 

Holy Spirit that, having with our mouth received the holy Sacrament, we 

may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy your divine grace, the forgiveness 

of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 

 
 

 
~The service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN                  

“Christ Be My Leader”                                                                         LSB #861 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  


