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PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

HYMN                                  

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                                              LSB #733 (v. 1-2,5-6) 

 

 

 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
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INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

in all generations. 

 

So teach us to number our days. 

Satisfy us in the morning with Your steadfast love. 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily 

magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, 

to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring 

it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 
HYMN                     

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow”                                               LSB #805 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Eternal Father, You have placed us in a world of space and time, and 

through the events of our lives You bless us with Your love.  Grant that in 

this new year we may know Your presence, see Your love at work, and live 

in the light of the event which gives us joy forever – the coming of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING             Psalm 145:8-16 
 

(The Lord Provides for His People) 
 

8The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love. 9The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. 10All 

your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints shall bless you! 
11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, 12to make 

known to the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of 

your kingdom. 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion 

endures throughout all generations. The LORD is faithful in all his words and kind 

in all his works. 14The LORD upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are 

bowed down. 15The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due 

season. 16You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING                                Philippians 4:4-7 
 

(Do Not Be Anxious) 
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSORY            

Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 

 

Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                               Matthew 6:25-34 
  

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(Do Not Worry) 
 

25“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more 

than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air: they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And which of you by being anxious 

can add a single hour to his span of life? 28And why are you anxious about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 
29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 
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31Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 

drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 

your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But seek first the kingdom 

of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for 

itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY               

“Seek Ye First”                                                                                      LSB #712 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON              “This Year Was for the Birds” 

Matthew 6:25-27 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
 

 



7 

 

PRAYER 

In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For  . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
THE PEACE 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN                  

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”                                                            LSB #366 

 

 

 

 

 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good councils, and all just works do 

proceed, give unto Thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, 

that our hearts may be set to obey Thy commandments, and also that we, 

being defended by Thee from the fear of our enemies, may pass our time 

in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who 

lives and reigns with Thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



10 

 

BENEDICTION 

Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold to what is good; return 

no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak; help 

the suffering; honor all; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of 

the Holy Spirit; and may almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and keep you always. 

  Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN             

“Joy to the World”                                                                        LSB #387 (v. 1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 


