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PRELUDE
THE ANNOUNCEMENT
For to us a Child is born; to us a Son is given; and the government will be
upon His shoulder:
And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end,
On the throne of David and over His kingdom,
To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness,
From this time forth and forevermore.
The Zeal of the Lord of Hosts will do this!
HYMN

“Hark ! The Herald Angels Sing”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the_angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain:

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
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LSB #380 (v. 1)

THE ANNOUNCEMENT
Glory to the newborn King, the Word made flesh; glory to God the Father,
Sender of that Word; glory to the Spirit, among us in our hearts; we
rejoice in that glory.
We lift our hearts, our voices, our souls in praise of Christ born
among us today.

HYMN

“Hark ! The Herald Angels Sing”

LSB #380 (v. 2)

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the_incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel!
Refrain:

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

THE ANNOUNCEMENT
Jesus, our Immanuel, You dwell with us, but how can we abide Your
dwelling?
For we are sinful people, unworthy of Your presence, unready
for Your coming, undeserving of Your mercy.
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For we are guilty of sin by thought, word, and action, and merit only
misery and death.
Yet we seek Your forgiveness for the sake of Your own divine
love shown to us in Jesus Christ. In humble repentance we ask
You to dwell among us with Your forgiving presence.
Jesus has ransomed us from sin and death by dying on the cross and rising
from the grave. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus, and
by His authority, I forgive you all of your sins: in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Hail to the Prince of Peace! The Son of Righteousness shines in
our hearts, giving light and life.

HYMN

“Hark ! The Herald Angels Sing”
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Refrain:

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
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LSB #380 (v. 3)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Almighty God, You have made Your self known to us and our world in
Your Son, Jesus. We pray that His birth as a human Child will set us free
from the old slavery of our sin; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 52:7-10
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How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes
salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8The voice of your watchmen—
they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the
return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, you waste places of
Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem.
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The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING

Hebrews 1:1-6
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Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
4

5

For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”?
Or again,
“I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?
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And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

LSB #361
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THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL

Luke 2:1-7

HYMN
“Away in a Manger”

LSB #364

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL

Luke 2:8-14
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HYMN
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

LSB #368

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL

Luke 2:15-20
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

John One

1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
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The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him,
yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
13
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.
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And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth. 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
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HYMN OF THE DAY
“Silent Night, Holy Night”

SERMON

LSB #363

“We Love Being with Those We Love”
John 1:14
Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus
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OFFERTORY
“What Child is This”

LSB #370

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord, in Your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
LORD’S PRAYER
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BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN
“Go Tell It on the Mountain”

LSB #388

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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