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INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE
“Good King Wenceslas with God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
“O Holy Night”
“For Unto Us A Child Is Born”

arr. M. Tyree
arr. R. Cundick
arr. Golofeev

CALL TO WORSHIP
INTROIT
SELECTED VERSES FROM ISAIAH 9

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
deep darkness a light has dawned.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on
David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will
accomplish this.
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~Please stand~
(Although this service has no congregational singing,
we invite you to meditate on the words to the hymns as the soloist sings.)

PROCESSIONAL
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

soloist only

1

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels: Refrain

ref

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

3

Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain

OPENING SENTENCES
Behold, the dwelling of God is with creation.
He will dwell with us, and we shall be his people.
God Himself is with us. Alleluia.
Come let us adore Him. Alleluia.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us;
And we beheld His glory.
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Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Eternal Father, You sent Your only-begotten Son to take our human nature
upon Him, and to be born of a pure virgin. Grant that we who joyfully behold
His appearing may be strengthened to greet Him when He comes again in
glory; even the same Jesus Christ our Lord and Redeemer, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH
The Advent Wreath and Christ Candle are lit by Presiding Minister
while Strings play “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

+ CHRISTMAS GOSPEL +

READING

Luke 2:1-20

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be taxed.
2 (And
3 And

this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
3

4 And

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and
lineage of David:)
5 To

be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.

6 And

so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered.
7 And

she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
8 And

there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night.
9 And,

lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid.
10 And

the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.
11 For

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the

Lord.
12 And

this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.
13 And

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying,
14 Glory

to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

15 And

it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.
16 And

they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger.
17 And

when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told
them concerning this child.
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18 And

all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the
shepherds.
19 But

Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

20 And

the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that
they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

CAROL
“Once in Royal David’s City”

soloist only

1

Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

4

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.
5

THE SERMON

“No Room for Baby Jesus, but Room for You!”
Luke 2:7
Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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CHRISTMAS PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on Your
creation and sent Your Son to live among us and die for the sins of the world
so that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life. As You sent the joyful
message of His birth to the shepherds, You sent it to us also. We thank You
for the gift of forgiveness that comes to us through Jesus Christ. Send us out
into our world, guided by Your Holy Spirit to tell what we have seen, heard,
and received as He comes to us in His body and blood.
Amen.
Lord Jesus, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray…

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION
Our Distribution will be a continuous line. One family unit at a time will come
forward down the center aisle. Please place empty individual cups in the basket
as you return down the side aisle.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
“Do You Hear What I Hear?”
soloist Emma Lembke/arr. N. Regney & G. Shayne
Said the nightwind to the little lamb, Do you see what I see?
‘Way up in the sky, little lamb. Do you see what I see?
A star, a star, dancing in the night, with a tail as big as a kite,
With a tail as big as a kite.
Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy, Do you hear what I hear?
Ringing thru the sky, shepherd boy. Do you hear what I hear?
A song, a song, high above the tree, with a voice as big as the sea,
With a voice as big as the sea.
Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king, Do you know what I know?
In your palace warm, mighty king. Do you know what I know?
A Child, a Child shivers in the cold; Let us bring Him silver and gold,
Let us bring Him silver and gold.
Said the king to the people everywhere, Listen to what I say!
Pray for peace, people everywhere. Listen to what I say!
The Child, The Child, sleeping in the night;
He will bring us goodness and light,
He will bring us goodness and light.

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
arr. C. McMichael
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CANDLE LIGHTING
As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it reminds us of Christ, our
light, the child in the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on
the cross, and soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of all. He is our
Light here on earth and the eternal Light who enlightens heaven, where there
is no need of candle or sun. Rejoice! The Light of the World has come. That
light transforms us with the brightness of His glory.
(Worship assistants will pass the light to the first person in each pew,
who will then pass it on to others in that pew.
Please pass the light by tipping the unlit candles into the lit candles.)
CAROL
“Silent Night”

soloist only

1

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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CHRISTMAS PRAYER
Almighty God, you have filled us with the light of the Word who became flesh
and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHRISTMAS BLESSING
The Lord is your light. He is your life and salvation.
Thanks be to Christ, our light.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with His favor and give you peace.
Amen.

+ The candles are extinguished using the snuffer provided +
+ Please do not blow out candles +

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Joy to the World”

arr. C. Custer
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Musicians
Violins
Pei-Ju Wu
Sarah Dennis
Viola
Michael Fernandez
Cello
Peter Garrett
Organ
Ruth Johnson

Thank you to all who donated poinsettias to beautify the sanctuary:
Carol Barber
Lucille Boyle
Tara Courson
Alma & John Gaertner
Wendy & Todd Pickard
Katie & Robb Romp
Linda & John Schoen
Leigh & Mark Walter
~a special thank you to Gwen Harrison for coordinating the poinsettia sale~
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