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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. If you do not have a church
home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak
with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that
God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.
COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us in Communion.

Advent Worship Schedule:
Saturday, 4:00 p.m.

Sanctuary Worship
with seated communion
(no singing)

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship
with individual family table communion

Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary

Wednesday, noon & 6:45 p.m.

MidWeek Advent Worship Services
No communion
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 13, 2020
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN
“Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People”

LSB #347 (v. 1-2,4)
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OPENING VERSICLES
The Spirit and the Church cry out:
Come, Lord Jesus.
All those who await His appearance pray:
Come, Lord Jesus.
The whole creation pleads:
Come, Lord Jesus.
INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
RESPONSE
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

LSB #357 (v. 1)
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 40:1-5

(The Lord Speaks Tenderly to His People)
1

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
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Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CHORAL ANTHEM

R.G. Huff/A.L. Page
“The World’s True Light”

On this Advent morning we light the candles bright,
Reminding us that Jesus is the world’s true light.
Candles flicker, candles glow; candles shine and help us know
Our path has light wheree’er we go;
He brings new hope to all who know.
Candles glow reminding us that Jesus is the world’s true light.
Dona nobis pacem, pacem. Dona nobis pacem.
Dona nobis pacem, pacem. Dona nobis pacem.
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Candles flicker, candles glow, candles shine for all to know
Our path has light where’er we go;
He brings new hope to all who know.
Candles glow reminding us that Jesus is the world’s true light.

EPISTLE READING

2 Corinthians 1:18-22

(The Comfort of the Lord Comes in Knowing He Keeps His Word to Save)
18

As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. 19For the
Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy
and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. 20For all the promises of
God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to
God for his glory. 21And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has
anointed us, 22and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our
hearts as a guarantee.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE
“Hark the Glad Sound”

LSB #349 (v. 1)
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HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 2:25-32

(Announcement to Simeon: Simeon Would Not Die until He Beheld the Messiah)

The Holy Gospel for this Third Sunday in Advent is from St. Luke, the
second chapter.
Glory be to You, O Lord.
25

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit
into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed
God and said,
29
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation
31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life T everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”

LSB #352 (v. 1-3)
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SERMON

“A Blue Christmas”
2 Corinthians 1:20
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord, in Your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PAX DOMINI
The peace of the T Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN
“Let Our Gladness Have No End”

LSB #381

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving
kindness sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”

LSB #386 (v. 1,2,4)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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