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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. If you do not have a church
home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak
with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that
God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.
COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us in Communion.

Advent Worship Schedule:
Saturday, 4:00 p.m.

Sanctuary Worship
with seated communion
(no singing)

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship
with individual family table communion

Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary

Wednesday, noon & 6:45 p.m.

MidWeek Advent Worship Services
No communion
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 6, 2020

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

LSB #361 (v. 1,3-4)
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OPENING VERSICLES
The Spirit and the Church cry out:
Come, Lord Jesus.
All those who await His appearance pray:
Come, Lord Jesus.
The whole creation pleads:
Come, Lord Jesus.
INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
RESPONSE
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

LSB #357 (v. 1)
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 55:6-13

(The Lord’s Ways Are Higher Than Our Ways)
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“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
10
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12
“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE READING

Romans 11:33-36

(God Has Acted in Mercy Beyond Our Understanding)
33

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
34
“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”
35
“Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”
36
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory
forever. Amen.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE
“Hark the Glad Sound”

LSB #349 (v. 1)
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HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 1:18-25

(Joseph: Have Faith in God’s Plan Beyond Your Understanding)

The Holy Gospel for this Second Sunday in Advent is from St. Matthew, the
first chapter.
Glory be to You, O Lord.
18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life T everlasting. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY
“Once in Royal David’s City”

LSB #376 (v. 1-2,4)
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SERMON

“A White Christmas”
Romans 11:33-36
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord, in Your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PAX DOMINI
The peace of the T Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”

LSB #374

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving
kindness sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
“God Loves Me Dearly”

LSB #392 (v. 1,3,4)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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