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201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 
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PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

Advent Worship Schedule: 

Saturday, 4:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship 

 with seated communion 

(no singing) 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

with individual family table communion 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Pastor’s Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary 

Wednesday, noon & 6:45 p.m. MidWeek Advent Worship Services 

No communion 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

November 29, 2020 

 
  
PRELUDE 

  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
OPENING HYMN                       

 “The Advent of Our King”                                                              LSB #331 (v. 1-4) 
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OPENING VERSICLES 

The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

All those who await His appearance pray: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

The whole creation pleads: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
RESPONSE                             

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                                         LSB #357 (v. 1) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                  Isaiah 53:1-5 

 

(The Messiah Was Born to Die) 

 
1Who has believed what they heard from us? 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by men; 

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4Surely he has borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5But he was wounded for our transgressions; 

he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

and with his stripes we are healed. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING                                     1 Peter 1:18-21 

 

(Saved by the Precious Blood of Christ) 

 
18Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was 

foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last 

times for your sake, 21who through him are believers in God, who raised him from 

the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE       

“Hark the Glad Sound”                                                                       LSB #349 (v. 1) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 1:26-38 

 

(Announcement to Mary:  Birth of Jesus Foretold) 

 

The Holy Gospel for this First Sunday in Advent is from St. Luke, the first 

chapter. 

Glory be to You, O Lord.  

 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly 

troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.” 
34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 

age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 

barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am 

the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 

departed from her. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY      

“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”                                       LSB #350 (v. 1-2,4) 
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SERMON                          “A Red Christmas” 

1 Peter 1:18-19 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    

Lord, in Your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PAX DOMINI 

The peace of the T Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Savior of the Nations, Come”             LSB #332 
 

 

1  Savior of the nations, come, 

    Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

    Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

    That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2  Not by human flesh and blood, 

    By the Spirit of our God, 

    Was the Word of God made flesh 

    Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3  Here a maid was found with child, 

    Yet remained a virgin mild. 

    In her womb this truth was shown: 

    God was there upon His throne. 

 

4  Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

    From His pure and kingly hall; 

    God of God, yet fully man, 

    His heroic course began. 

 

5  God the Father was His source, 

    Back to God He ran His course. 

    Into hell His road went down, 

    Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6  For You are the Father’s Son 

    Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

    By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

    All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7  From the manger newborn light 

    Shines in glory through the night. 

    Darkness there no more resides; 

    In this light faith now abides. 

 

8  Glory to the Father sing, 

    Glory to the Son, our king, 

    Glory to the Spirit be 

    Now and through eternity. 
 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving 

kindness sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN        

“Once He Came in Blessing”                                                         LSB #333 (v. 1,2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


