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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. If you do not have a church
home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak
with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you do have a church home, we pray that
God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.
COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us in Communion.

Current Worship Schedule:
Saturday, 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship with

*no singing

seated communion

*masks required

Sanctuary Worship with

*Traditional Service

individual family table

*masks required

communion
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

Sanctuary Worship with

*Traditional Service

seated communion

*masks required

Sanctuary Worship with

*Service will be live-streamed

individual family table

*masks required

communion
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
Christ the King Sunday
November 22, 2020

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

LSB #525 (v. 1-2,4)
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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ACCLAMATION OF THE KING

Psalm 95:1-7

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
For the LORD is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross.
Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your
bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
“O Worship the King”

LSB #804 (v. 1)

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

(The Son Will Seek and Save Lost Sheep as Shepherd)
11

“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will
seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep
that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from
all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.
13
And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries,
and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed
them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture
they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD.
5

16

I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I
will feed them in justice.”
20
“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and
shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them
abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge
between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my
servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.
24
And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF PRAISE
“O Worship the King”

LSB #804 (v. 2)
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EPISTLE READING

1 Corinthians 15:20-25
(The Resurrection of the Dead)

20

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming
those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom
to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.
25
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF PRAISE
“O Worship the King”

LSB #804 (v. 3)

7

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 25:31-46
(The Final Judgment)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
31

[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.
32
Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will
place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to
those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I
was in prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?
38
And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe
you? 39And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King
will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers, you did it to me.’
41
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you
did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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CATECHISM

The Lord’s Prayer: Second Petition

Thy kingdom come.
What does this mean?
The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our
prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.
How does God’s kingdom come?
God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His
Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and
lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.
HYMN OF THE DAY
“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

LSB #793 (v. 1,2,4)
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SERMON

“The Sheep and the Goats”

Matthew 25:31-34
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
or
Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (8:00 & 11:00)
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

5

LSB #790

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

LSB #549 (v. 1-3)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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NEW SCHEDULES
Worship Schedule beginning November 28th:
Saturday

4:00 p.m.

*Seated communion
*No singing

Sunday

8:00 a.m.

*Communion
*Traditional Worship
Services

10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Noon
6:45 p.m.

*MidWeek Advent
Services
*No Communion

Pastor’s Bible Study resuming November 29th:
Sunday

9:15-10:00 a.m.
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*Meet in the sanctuary
*Sign up to attend

