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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES:  Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

 

Current Worship Schedule: 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*no singing 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

individual family table 

communion 

*Traditional Service 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*Traditional Service 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

individual family table 

communion 

*Service will be live-streamed 

*masks required 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

November 15, 2020 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                           

“Now Thank We All Our God”                                                                     LSB #895 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 



4 

 

PSALMODY                              Psalm 24:1-5  
 

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 

the world and those who dwell therein, 

 

for he has founded it upon the seas 

and established it upon the rivers. 

 

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

And who shall stand in his holy place? 

 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

who does not lift up his soul to what is false 

and does not swear deceitfully. 

 

He will receive blessing from the LORD 

and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

 
GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Everlasting God, You do not hesitate to give Your all for us. Awaken in us 

the desire to give our all for You and for Your kingdom, through Jesus 

Christ, Your greatest gift, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                               Genesis 1:26-28 
 

(Mankind Has Dominion over Creation) 
 

26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 

creeps on the earth.” 
27So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 
28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE                         2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
 

(Whoever Sows Bountifully, Reaps Bountifully) 
 

6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has made 

up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 

all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 25:14-30 

(The Parable of the Talents) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
 

   

 
14“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had 

received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five 

talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18But 

he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants came and 

settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five 

talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents 

came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made 

two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. 

You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 

your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 
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‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 

talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered 

him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 

sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have invested 

my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was 

my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has 

the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 

abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 
30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          

“We Praise You, O God”                                                                             LSB #785 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON      “Nothing to Lose, Everything to Gain?” 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~Please be seated for the distribution.~ 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 
BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
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SENDING HYMN              

 “For the Fruits of His Creation”                                                              LSB #894 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 


