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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion. 

 

Current Worship Schedule: 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*no singing 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

individual family table 

communion 

*Traditional Service 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*Traditional Service 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

individual family table 

communion 

*Service will be live-streamed 

*masks required 

*New Member Welcome 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

November 8, 2020 

 
 

OPENING HYMN                          

“Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”                                                   LSB #670 (v. 1,4) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY               select verses from Psalm 119  

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. 

 

Accept my freewill offerings of praise, O LORD, 

and teach me your just decrees. 

 

I hold my life in my hand continually, 

but I do not forget your law. 

 

The wicked have laid a snare for me, 

but I do not stray from your precepts. 

 

Your testimonies are my heritage forever, 

for they are the joy of my heart. 

 

I incline my heart to perform your statutes 

forever, to the end. 

 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. 

 
GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord, when the Day of Judgment comes, our only hope will be Your grace. 

Keep us alert and watchful for Jesus’ return, and for His sake invite us to 

His marriage feast, Who lives, and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                          Zephaniah 1:14-16 
 

(The Day of the Lord is Near) 
 

14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day 

of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 15A day of wrath is that 

day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of 

darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast 

and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE                 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

(The Coming of the Lord)  
 

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 

asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 

with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word 

from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 

will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend 

from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 

sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who 

are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 

the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage 

one another with these words. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 25:1-13 
 

(The Parable of the Ten Virgins) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

   

 
1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For 

when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took 

flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became 

drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! 

Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 
8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 

going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us 

and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they 

were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with 

him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins 

came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I 

do not know you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

      the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY        

“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”                                                  LSB #516 (v. 1,2) 
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SERMON                               “Watch” 

Matthew 25:1-13 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

or 

Pastor Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 
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OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution.~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                                         LSB #680  

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME (11:00 a.m.) 

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN              

 “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”                                                   LSB #923 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  


