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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion.   

 

Current Worship Schedule: 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*no singing 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

individual family table 

communion 

*Traditional Service 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*Traditional Service 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

individual family table 

communion 

*Service will be live-streamed 

*masks required 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

A Worship Series on the Beatitudes 

Part 7:   Blessed are the Peacemakers 

October 11, 2020 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
OPENING HYMN              

“Father, We Praise Thee”                                                                          LSB #875 
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INVOCATION       

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat 

down, his disciples came to him.         

 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 

“Blessed are the peacemakers,     

for they will be called the children of God.”  

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION  

O almighty God, merciful Father,    

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being.    

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.       

 Amen.  



4 

 

LITANY FOR PEACE    

 

God has called you to peace. 

Those who plan peace have joy. 

 

Come, O children, listen to me; 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  

 

Keep your tongue from evil 

and your lips from speaking deceit. 

 

Turn away from evil and do good; 

seek peace and pursue it.  

 

The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous 

and His ears toward their cry. 

 

Come, O children, listen to me; 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

 

God has called you to peace. 

Those who plan peace have joy. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
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RESPONSE 

“Take My Life and Let It Be”                              LSB #783 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

God of love, through Your Son You have commanded us to love one 

another. By the guidance of Your Word and Spirit, deliver us from 

impenitence and teach us the truth that we might confess our sins, receive 

Your forgiveness, and be reconciled to one another; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

 Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON                                                        1 Peter 3:8-18  
 

(Seek Peace) 
 

8Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, 

and a humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 

contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 10For 

“Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from 

eviland his lips from speaking deceit; 11let him turn away from evil and do good; 

let him seek peace and pursue it. 12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those 

who do evil.” 
13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if 

you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 

them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always 

being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 

hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good 

conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 

behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, 

if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 
18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 

might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND LESSON                    2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

(The Ministry of Reconciliation) 
 

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 

we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 

us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are 

ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 
RESPONSE 

“Take My Life and Let It Be”                              LSB #783 (v. 5-6) 
 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
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HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 5:21-26 
‘  

(Reconcile with Your Brother) 
 

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord.  

 
21“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and 

whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who 

is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother 

will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell 

of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and 

go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come 

to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest 

your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be 

put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the 

last penny. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

 



9 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Brothers and Sisters in Christ”                                                                    LUYH #5 
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SERMON                  Sermon Series on the Beatitudes 

Part 7:   Blessed are the Peacemakers 

Pastor Michael Ahlemeyer 

or 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 
OFFERTORY 

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”                                                      LSB #781 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy. 

  Hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

            against us; 

           and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen.      
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CLOSING HYMN     

“God of Grace and God of Glory”                                                 LSB #850 (v. 1,3,4)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


