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 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
 

201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

205-823-1883 Fax: 205-823-4549 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org or lcvh.org 

Church Office Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM Monday thru Thursday 

 

   

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer –pastor@vestavialutheran.org  (205 ) 201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers –vestluth@juno.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson –rswanagin@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler –bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter– lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis—aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Bernie Gregson- bgregson@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
astor 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  If you do not have a church 

home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our church family. Please feel free to speak 

with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you do have a church home, we pray that 

God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us in Communion.   

 
Current Worship Schedule: 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*no singing 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*Traditional Service 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with 

seated communion 

*Traditional Service 

*masks required 
 

Sunday, 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship with  

seated communion 

*Service will be live-streamed 

*masks required 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

A Worship Series on the Beatitudes 

Part 4:   Blessed are Those Who Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness 

September 20, 2020 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

OPENING HYMN              

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”                                                    LSB #918 
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INVOCATION       

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat 

down, his disciples came to him.         

 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,   

 for they shall be filled.”  

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION  

O almighty God, merciful Father,    

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being.    

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.       

 Amen.  
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PSALMODY                select verses from Psalm 107 & 42 
 

For he satisfies the longing soul, 

and the hungry soul he fills with good things. 

 

As a deer pants for flowing streams, 

so pants my soul for you, O God. 

 

My soul thirsts for God, 

for the living God. 

When shall I come and appear before God? 

 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

my salvation.  

 

Deep calls to deep 

at the roar of your waterfalls; 

all your breakers and your waves 

have gone over me. 

 

By day the LORD commands his steadfast love, 

and at night his song is with me, 

a prayer to the God of my life. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
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RESPONSE 

“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”             LSB #563 (v. 1) 

 

 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Heavenly Father, God of all grace, may we never forget the blessings of the 

Christian life and continually thank and praise You for all Your goodness in 

this life until, with all Your saints, we praise You eternally in Your heavenly 

kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.    

  Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   Isaiah 55:-1-2,6-9  
 

(The Servant Prepares Salvation’s Banquet) 
 

1“Come, everyone who thirsts, 

come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 

come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. 
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 

and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 



7 

 

EPISTLE LESSON                    Revelation 7:13-17 
 

(Spring of Living Water) 
 

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 

robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he 

said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in 

his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, 

nor any scorching heat. 17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their 

shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 
RESPONSE 

“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”             LSB #563 (v. 2) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                      John 4:5-14 
 

(Woman at the Well) 
 

The Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

5So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from 

his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The 

Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, 

a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus 

answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 

‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 

water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and 

the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our 

father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and 

his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 

forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling 

up to eternal life.”  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

  Praise to You, O Christ.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                                                            LSB #680 
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SERMON                  Sermon Series on the Beatitudes 

Part 4:   Blessed are Those Who Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness 

Rev. Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 
OFFERTORY 

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”                                                      LSB #781 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy. 

  Hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

            against us; 

           and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen.      
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CLOSING HYMN     

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                         LSB #922 (v. 1,3) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 


